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From the Editors
A few real reasons to celebrate

We never run out of excuses to celebrate here in 
Erie. And though the so-named festival leaves 
something to be desired in terms of musical 

headliners, it is nevertheless pretty cool that downtown 
becomes a pedestrian zone for four days at the end of 
each August.

More cause for musical celebration arrives in the form 
of the Night Lights Music Festival, which Ryan Smith 
calls “an amazing music- and light-driven, socially con-
scious, cozy gathering of good, groove-minded people.”

Meanwhile, the NWPA Pride Alliance kicks off its an-
nual Pridefest with a parade from the Zone Dance Club 
to Griswold Park. “In a year when outward homophobia 
and transphobia are on the rise, hate crimes against the 
LGBT community are becoming a regular occurrence, 
and other cities … are canceling their pride events … Erie 
hasn’t put on any brakes or cut back,” Anthony J. Gress-
ley, the NWPA Pride Alliance fundraising committee’s 
entertainment coordinator tells Miriam Lamey.

Other festivals featured in this issue include Holy Trin-
ity Parish’s Zabawa – Polish for fun. Tracy Geibel tells us 
that Zabawa “has the same party-like atmosphere you 
might find at a wedding reception or family reunion.”

And if you’re one who frequents the many ethnic fes-
tivals this city hosts each summer, then you’ve certainly 
been celebrating Erie all along.

Our region – like so many in the U.S. – is comprised of 
immigrants who’ve been enriching it for generations. 
Some were our grandparents. And some are our neigh-
bors today, like Gyan Ghising, to whom photographer 
Ed Bernik introduces us in his popular Erie / Faces / Erie 
series.

Ghising, who arrived in Erie as a refugee from Ne-
pal, has enhanced our region with his musical talents, 
through Erie Art Museum’s Old Songs New Opportuni-
ties program. And soon, he’ll open the Himalayan Bar 
and Grille, which will feature Nepalese food and, even-
tually, live music on weekends. “The Nepalese people 
will make it their home bar,” says Ghising, “and we hope 
others will, too.”

At a time when excruciatingly loud anti-immigrant – 
or, more accurately, anti-not-like-me – rhetoric escalates 
(recently from right downtown), it’s particularly critical 
to recall where we came from. And to not “make America 
hate again.” 

And it’s imperative to reflect upon what we want this 
community to look like, and feel like, for all of our neigh-
bors – regardless of where they’re from, how they do or 
do not worship, what they look like, whom they love, or 
what their age happens to be.

Our city has the power to empower. That is, if we em-
brace our own heritage and take a forward-thinking cue 
from what Matt Wiertel, director of sales and marketing 
for Velocity Network, tells Ben Speggen: “Everything we 
do will be built for Erie.”
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“Children all over the world are the same 
emotionally; the only difference is their 
lifestyle and resources.” - Gyan Ghising

Our region – like so many in the U.S. – is 
comprised of immigrants who’ve been 
enriching it for generations. 
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Just a Thought
Get lost. (And found.)

By: Katie Chriest

“How do we get to downtown 
Erie?” asks the man strad-
dling a Heritage Softail, 

the Harley’s idle providing percussion 
for his voice. His sun-darkened skin 
deepens by the minute in the mid-af-
ternoon, midsummer sun. The woman 
behind him takes a few futile swipes at 
her wind-wilded hair, barely contained 
by a bandanna.

The couple they’re riding with set-
tle in at the intersection of Route 98 
and Sterrettania Road just behind 
them. Together, they remind me of the 
Gemini roller coaster at Cedar Point: a 
matched set in full Sunday Harley re-
galia, switching off who leads and who 
follows. They even have Ohio plates, I 
notice, smiling to myself.

We match too, I suppose, our two 
skinny-tired featherlight carbon 
frames in stark contrast with their 
decked-out, highway-heavy chrome. 
And as far as I can tell, none of them 
are wearing chamois-padded spandex 
under their Levi’s.

My traveling companion walks his 

bike toward the lost man to explain 
the two right turns, essentially, this 
gang will need to hit the city.

Whether on two or four wheels, most 
motorists are plenty courteous to bicy-
clists; but there’s always that question 
in the back of our minds: Is there going 
to be a confrontation here?

But the only conflict on this hot day 
is among the Ohio riders.

“See, I told you we shoulda turned 
back there!” the same man exclaims, 
and for a moment we three are in col-
lusion: the trio who knew where down-
town was.

As the group readies themselves for 
a longer-than-anticipated ride, we say 
our farewells, tossing back and forth a 
few cliches about staying cool that our 
time in this culture have taught us all. 
Soon, they peel off with the roar we 
“Shore”-dwellers know well.

We click into our pedals, reawaken-
ing our legs. And it occurs to me that 
we just had an encounter that’s be-
come rarefied in the last decade or so: 
Someone asked us for directions.

“So, not one of them had a smart-
phone?” I ask, then catch myself. Just 

a year ago, I didn’t have one of those, 
either. I couldn’t call up an unfamiliar 
intersection or have Google find a map 
for me, once it (whoever “it” is) identi-
fied my global position.

I had to ask someone.
As we made our own way back via 

two right turns, I wandered – aimless-
ly – through a mental catalog of times 
I’ve had to ask directions. Visions of 
Native American reservations, story-
book small towns, and labyrinthine 
foreign cities flooded my mind; accom-
panied, in some cases, by the people 
whom I’d asked.

I recalled one man in Budapest who 
saw us looking at a map and eagerly 
offered us help, as though paid by the 

Hungarian tourist board to descend 
upon confused travelers in his compli-
cated city.

Every encounter drew me out of my 
isolated self. Humbled me. Empowered 
the one I’d asked. And reminded me 
how we depend upon each other – we 
humans – whether we admit it or not.

Though I tend toward melodrama, I 
know the solution here isn’t to throw 
out my smartphone (though I reserve 
the right to go that route, any time). 
But there’s no denying that our plas-
tic money and handheld devices have 
distanced us from one another, limit-
ing those little cordial encounters that 
keep us connected, even if only for a 
moment.

I’m not saying anything new here. 
Just affirming a couple of landmarks 
on the road back to heartier humanity.

If we want to know where we are on 
a map, Google can help us.

But if we feel lost, we can only help 
each other.

Katie Chriest can be contacted 
at katie@ErieReader.com.
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There’s no denying that 
our plastic money and 
handheld devices have 
distanced us from one 
another, limiting those little 
cordial encounters that 
keep us connected, even if 
only for a moment.
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Psychiatric Residential Care - Family Therapy - Therapeutic Foster Care
5712 Iroquois Avenue, Harborcreek - 814-899-7664, ext. 333 - www.hys-erie.org

On behalf of all of us, THANK YOU for your generous 
donations on Erie Gives Day: thanks to your support, we 
raised $9,034 in 12 hours!  Your donation will help give a 
voice to kids healing from trauma through proven Music, 
Art, and Movement Therapies at HYS. For information or to 
support this vital programming, visit hys-erie.org/artscenter!

CHANGE an Erie County Child’s life: become a

Therapeutic 
Foster Parent

through Harborcreek Youth Services!

Therapeutic Foster Parents provide boys and girls ages 5 and up with 
individualized mental health care in a foster family setting. 

Bring a caring heart and we’ll help with the rest: 
FREE training, 24/7 support, and a generous stipend. 

Call 814-434-4691 now to learn more - our next training starts soon!
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Erie At Large
In Trump’s America

By: Jim Wertz

In Trump’s America, the rubes 
win. Not literally, of course, 
but they’ll believe they have 

won, and that is much, much 
worse.

This was the takeaway as I sat, 
corralled inside the designated 
media zone – the DMZ, if you 
will – at Erie Insurance Arena last 
week, cordoned off for my own 
safety, alongside members of the 
local and national media.

Were we there to observe? Or 
were we the show?

One may never know.
I sat two rows behind CNN and 

FOX News – the Yin and Yang 
of the conservative assault on 
“mainstream media” – as produc-
ers for these networks bantered 
jokingly while Trump maligned 
the “liberal” CNN and begrudg-
ingly praised the “conservative” 
Fox News.

The mere mention of the media 
evoked vitriol from the audience 
of more than 7,000 people. Only 
a celebrity death match between 
Fox’s John Roberts and CNN’s 
Jeremy Diamond would have 
brought them more pleasure. 
With every Trumpish digression 
directed at the media, a young 
man – barely, if at all, old enough 
to vote – holding a Trump sign 
and ironically wearing an “Afflic-
tion” t-shirt would turn, look into 

the media gallery, and yell. No 
words, just noise.

A woman seated behind the me-
dia gallery silently held up a hand 
towel with the words “Stop Hate” 
written in marker upon it. She did 
not stand. She did not speak. As 
soon as those around her realized 
her pennant was not for their 
team, they moved in around her 
and began to point and shout, 
“Trump! Trump! Trump!” as they 
had been instructed to do by 
the pre-recorded message that 
served as a prelude to the rally.

A Pennsylvania State Police of-
ficer descended the stairs toward 
the woman, where he eventual-
ly initiated her escort out of the 
building. But before he arrived, 
someone had climbed over the 
seat behind her, snatched the 
towel from her hand, and thrown 
it into the empty seats below.

Were those in the audience the 
victim or are they complicit in 
the crime?

Only time will tell.
Outside of the arena, vendors 

lined French Street. I spoke to 
a man named John from South 
Carolina who sold “Make Amer-
ica Great Again” hats as well as 
Trump tees and campaign but-
tons. John had the appearance 
of someone most of you would 
probably steer away from if he 
approached you at CelebrateErie. 
He was dressed in a stained green 

t-shirt, a baseball hat, 
and a fanny pack. We 
had a chat near the en-
trance to the alley be-
tween the PNC Bank 
parking garage and the 
back of the Verizon 
building while he fin-
ished a cigarette.

Like a modern day 
“Okie” in search of work, he fol-
lows the Trump campaign from 
town to town, peddling election 
year tchotchkes. How long will he 
stay on the road, I asked, before 
he returns home?

“November,” he said.
Has he just joined the traveling 

show, I wondered?
“No,” he replied. He’s been cam-

paigning since last November. A 
year on the road, side by side with 
the Trump campaign, relying on 
Trump for a wage, but each day 
being paid by someone else.

John and I had talked on my 
way into the Thunderdome, when 
the streets were relatively quiet, 
with the exception of the passing 
“Trump Train” – a construction 
tanker painted flat black with the 
“Trump Train” moniker on its side 

– and the honking car horns in 
support of the attendees lined up 
along French Street waiting for 
admission to the arena or the oc-
casional sound of “F@8k Trump” 
bending from the open windows 
of passing cars. The crowd was 
too intent on entering the rally 
to worry about purchasing ev-
idence of their commitment to 
the name-brand candidate.

After the rally, it was a different 
scene. The exodus of disaffected 
Pennsylvanians, Ohioans, and 
New Yorkers fed the shakedown 
in the same way that concertgo-
ers are compelled to purchase 
merchandise as a declaration of 
their love for the performing art-
ist.

I needed a drink to wash out of 
my mouth the odd taste of all I 
had consumed. The crowd at the 
bar was unusually heavy, com-
prised of those wanting a drink 
and those wanting to binge drink. 
A man, who proudly proclaimed 
he had just come from the rally, 
offered to buy my tie for a dol-
lar so he could use it to strangle 
someone – presumably someone 
who had not attended the rally. I 
counter-offered my tie for $20. He 
declined in disappointment, but 
was quickly propped up by his 
special lady friend who assured 
him that he would be able to find 
an equally nice tie at the dollar 
store.

This is capitalism in the age of 
Trump.

Amid the fragmented and ahis-
torical speeches of the rally, the 
fearful eyes of a disgruntled pop-
ulace stared at, listened to, and 
celebrated a demagogue who will 
say anything to anyone at any-
time, and if he showed up tomor-
row and contradicted himself, 
they would not care.

In that, I now understand what 
Thomas Jefferson felt when he 
wrote, “I tremble for my country 
when I reflect that God is just.”

Jim Wertz can be reached 
at jWertz@ErieReader.com, 
and you can follow him 
on Twitter @jim_wertz.
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The scene inside the 
recent Trump rally at Erie 
Insurance Arena. When a 
woman held up a subtly 
anti-Trump sign, folks 
began to point and shout, 
“Trump! Trump! Trump!” as 
they had been instructed 
to do by the pre-recorded 
message that served as a 
prelude to the rally.

Amid the fragmented and 
ahistorical speeches of 
the rally, the fearful eyes 
of a disgruntled populace 
stared at, listened to, and 
celebrated a demagogue 
who will say anything to 
anyone at anytime, and if 
he showed up tomorrow 
and contradicted himself, 
they would not care.
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�n�atulatio�
HOLLY HARRIS DUNCANSON +  IAN MICHAEL WELSH

Tying �e kn�
Sunday, September 4, 2016 in Stillwater, MN

Family & friends wish them all the best!

Harrisburg Happenings
Reasons to raise a glass

By: Senator Sean Wiley

The hallowed halls of the state 
Capitol may be missing much 
of their usual business buzz 

during these summer months, but the 
progress put forth by the General As-
sembly continues to forge ahead as we 
move through the month of August.

Wine lovers across the common-
wealth are rejoicing, now that grocery 
stores can apply to the Liquor Con-
trol Board to stock our favorite vino 
on their shelves. Plus, Pennsylvania 
wine producers can apply to ship wine 
directly to consumers: a huge boon to 
our state’s Lake Erie Wine Country.

Additionally, local producers of all 
kinds will now be able to sell their 
products at farmers markets and on 
each other’s premises, providing con-
sumers new opportunities to discover 
products being produced in their area. 
And in the greater Erie area – given the 
wealth of potential in our region – that 
discovery will ultimately lead to an 
expanded reach across the Keystone 
State.

Furthermore, Fine Wine & Good 
Spirits stores will see longer and more 
convenient hours, including addition-
al weekend sales. And customers will 
enjoy flexible pricing options under 
the new regulations.

All of these points were long 
sought-after concessions in the com-

monwealth, as the battle between full-
on liquor privatization raged against 
the more judicious modernization 
movement. Fueled by a misunder-
standing at best – and, more likely, a 
misrepresentation – of the true depth 
and breadth of the liquor system’s fis-
cal impact, privatization proponents 
pushed a radical attempt to sell the 
system to the highest bidders. They 
promised improved convenience, se-
lection, and prices.

Moderates argued back, successfully, 
that a self-sustaining entity like the 
liquor system – driving over $100 mil-
lion in revenue into the general fund 
each year after satisfying all of its own 
obligations – should be maximized 
as an asset prior to the debate over 
vending at face value. At a time when 
revenue was needed, the battle raged 
further over long-term gain versus a 
short-term influx of cash.

Fiscal projections of the moderniza-
tion plan see a large net gain in reve-
nue for both the general fund as well 
as the state store fund in the current 
and future fiscal years. And if social 
media support for the changes is any 
indication of a subsequent increase in 
purchasing, things are looking up.

Shifting gears towards the end of the 
two-year 2015-2016 legislative session 
this November, Gov. Tom Wolf has 
indicated he will implement a special 
session – a little-utilized constitution-
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al provision – for only the 35th time in 
commonwealth history.

Special sessions are intended to al-
low members of the General Assem-
bly, both in the Senate and the House, 
to focus on a singular issue of impor-
tance. The last time Pennsylvania saw 
a special session was in 2009-2010 to 
address transportation funding that 
later resulted in Act 89, which made 
transformational infrastructure im-
provements.

Wolf revealed that the session will 
address the heroin and opioid crisis 
gripping the Keystone State – and the 
nation, for that matter.

During an early August stop in Erie 
to congratulate the Esper Treatment 
Center for their recent award as a 
Commonwealth Center of Excellence 
in the battle against heroin and opioid 
addiction, Gov. Wolf and Department 

of Human Services Secretary Ted Dal-
las both drove home the message that 
opioid addiction is an illness. As an ill-
ness, much like diabetes or cancer, pa-
tients need to be provided treatment 
in a particular way that is most ben-
eficial, ultimately, to their individual 
recovery.

Secretary Dallas spoke of preven-
tion, and of working collectively with 
prescribing physicians and the pain 
management industry to avert addic-
tion at its source. He also stressed the 
need for every community to band 
together in collective efforts aimed at 
health and strength.

Dallas asked two rhetorical ques-
tions: How many more lives have to 
be lost? And how many families have 
to suffer?

Our shared response is – and must 
continue to be – not a single one more.

Senator Sean D. Wiley can be 
contacted at SenatorWiley@
pasenate.com, and you can follow 
him on Twitter @SenatorWiley.
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Gov. Wolf revealed that a 
special session will address 
the heroin and opioid crisis 
gripping the Keystone State 
– and the nation, for that 
matter.
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News of the Weird
Bacteria to the rescue once again.

By: Chuck Shepherd

LEAD STORY -- Designer Leather

The late fashion designer Alexan-
der McQueen (who dabbled in 

macabre collections, himself), might 
appreciate the work of acolyte Tina 
Gorjanc: She will grow McQueen's 
skin (from DNA off his hair) in a lab, 
add back his tattoos, and from that 
make leather handbags and jackets. 
Gorjanc, a recent graduate of Mc-
Queen's fashion school alma mater, 
bills the project mainly as showcasing 
the meager legal protections for aban-
doned bits of human DNA -- and fears 
industrial use of such DNA on a much 
larger scale. [Quartz, 7-16-2016]

War Is Hell

Jihadists had a rough year militari-
ly and now suffer further from an 

array of field reports (such as a new 
book by retired Lt. Gen. Michael Fly-
nn) that their most sensitive laptop 
computers captured in battle by U.S. 
forces seemed always to be loaded 
with pornography -- including "vile" 
material involving kids and animals. 
(Initially, said one analyst, there was 
so much porn that U.S. intelligence 
figured its purpose was only to dis-
guise tactical messages within the 
sex-scene pixels.) (2) On the other 
hand, jihadists can claim one victory, 
in that the actor Michael Caine said 
recently the terrorist-caused airport 
discomforts had finally convinced 
him to legally change his name to "Mi-
chael Caine" -- after tiring of explain-
ing to screeners why he had Mau-

rice Micklewhite's (his birth name's) 
passport. [ABC News, 7-14-2016] [The 
Guardian, 7-22-2016]

Awkward Flirtations

For Some Reason, Ladies Turned 
Them Down: (1) Patrick Marsh, 59, 

was charged with indecent exposure 
in Woodward Township, Pennsylva-
nia, in July after he rang the doorbell 
of a 30-year-old female neighbor seek-
ing, as he told police, "courtship." He 
greeted the woman naked, "with his 
genitals in his hands." (2) In Florida's 
The Villages senior community, How-
ard Sparber, 69, faces several charges 
after having, in June, fired 33 9mm 
rounds into the home of a woman 
who had been declining his sexual 
overtures. (The lady was away.) (3) 
John Taylor, 57, said he was just lone-
ly and wanted to meet women when 
a court sentenced him in Shirley, En-
gland, in July, for a three-month spree 
of furtively slipping men's underwear 
through various women's house let-
terboxes. [PennLive.com, 7-12-2016] 
[WKMG-TV (Orlando), 6-21-2016] [Bir-
mingham Mail, 7-26-2016]

Compelling Explanations

In June, Dieter Uchtdorf, a high offi-
cial in the Mormon Church, said the 

historic narrative of Mormon founder 
Joseph Smith's use of a "seer stone" to 
translate the "golden plates" that gave 
Smith ultimate worldly knowledge 
has been authenticated, basically, by 
the 2007 invention of the iPhone. "I 
can get the collected knowledge of 
the world through a few little inputs," 
said Uchtdorf, and thus it is likelier 

than ever that God gave Smith some-
thing like a smartphone in 1823. [LDS 
Daily (Salt Lake City), 6-21-2016]

Geoffrey Fortier, 23, was arrested 
in Craighead County, Arkansas, 

in July and charged with video voy-
eurism of a woman he had allowed 
to shower in the home occupied by 
Fortier and his girlfriend. After the 
woman stepped out of the shower, 
she noticed a logged-on iPad propped 
against a wall. Fortier informed dep-
uties that it was all a misunderstand-
ing -- that he had earlier recorded 
himself urinating in order to sell the 
video to a urination-fetish website, 
and he simply forgot to remove the 
device. [Arkansas Online, 7-28-2016]

Scientific Breakthroughs

Friendly Bacteria: Plastics are well-
known to decompose slowly, but 

the most difficult is the polyethylene 
used for containers such as the om-
nipresent water bottles, and despite 
recycling, tens of millions of metric 
tons wind up in landfills, where the 
plastic's strong polymer bonds resist 
breakdown. Recently, however, two 
Japanese researchers, after tedious 
trial-and-error, identified a bacteri-
um that views the polyethylene tere-
phthalate as an efficient, tasty meal. 
A colleague of the two said further 
tweaking was necessary before using 
the bacteria industrially. [Chemical & 
Engineering News, 3-11-2016]

Room-Sized Bong? Samuel Oli-
phant, 35, was arrested on vari-

ous charges in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
in June after police were called to a 

house to investigate a "strong and 
unusual" odor (which cops suspected 
to be drugs). Inside, they found a "lab-
oratory," necessitating use of their 
"hazmat protocols," because Olipha-
nt had allegedly built a "complex and 
elaborate" system apparently for the 
purpose of enhancing the smoking of 
marijuana. [KPHO-TV (Phoenix), 7-1-
2016]

Awesome!

Rapper Kasper Knight apparently 
shot himself in the cheek with 

a revolver on July 17 in Indianapo-
lis -- as part of a staged music video 
-- according to raw footage of the in-
cident posted on his Facebook page 
(and then of course seen by almost 
2 million people). Knight, seen bleed-
ing afterward, said he tried to recruit 
a shooter, but when no one volun-
teered, shot himself, anticipating (as 
in previous times he had been shot, 
by other people) "like a 4 out of 10 on 
the pain scale." [WRTV (Indianapolis), 
7-27-2016]

The Passing Parade

The Belton (Texas) Early Childhood 
(pre-kindergarten) School staged 

an "Enchanted Evening" prom in May 
and posted many photos on its Face-
book page of little toddlers arrayed 
in tuxedos, gowns, corsages and of 
course, for some, limousines. (A Kan-
sas City Star reporter suggested that 
this was just the beginning of an ex-
pensive parental trend.) (2) The vil-
lage of Trecon was inducted recently 
into the club of French towns with 
silly names. "Tres con," translated, is 
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"very stupid." Mayor Georges Leherle 
accepted the town's membership, join-
ing 38 incumbent members including 
"Monteton" ("My Nipple") and "Mariol" 
("Dumbass"). [Kansas City Star, 6-27-
2016] [The Local (Paris), 7-11-2016]

Recurring Themes

Things That Have Happened Before: 
(1) An ambulance was called in July 

when jockey Chris Meehan was kicked 
in the face by a horse and knocked out 
cold after he fell during a race in Mer-
ano, Italy, but the arriving ambulance 
accidentally backed over his leg. He is 
recovering. (2) At England's premier 
agricultural event (the Great York-
shire Show), a winning show cow was 
stripped of her title, suspected of hav-
ing artificially "enhanced" udders. The 
runner-up, of course, was promoted. 
[The Racing Post via Daily Telegraph 
(London), 7-5-2016] [The Northern Echo 
(Wycombe, England), 7-14-2016]

A News of the Weird Classic 
(September 2012)

"Pheromone parties" attract men 
and women seeking romance, not 

via often-insincere conversation, but 
based on the primal-scent signals emit-
ted by each other's slept-in T-shirts. 
Organizers have staged parties in New 

York City and Los Angeles and plan 
to expand, according to a June (2012) 
Associated Press report. The organiz-
ers' initial conclusion: People prefer 
lovers with a somewhat-different ge-
netic makeup than their own, but not 
too different. (Update: "Pheromone 
parties" were attracting attention as 
recently as 2014, but not much since 
then.) [Associated Press via USA Today, 
6-23-2012] [The Atlantic, August 2014]

Perspective

Almost half of all produce raised 
by U.S. farmers is thrown out be-

fore it reaches a consumer’s plate, and 
though there are several contribut-
ing explanations, the most striking is 
American eaters’ “cult of perfection.” 
“It’s about blemish-free produce,” said 
one farmer, e.g., “sunburnt cauliflow-
er” or table grapes not quite “wedge-
shaped” enough. America’s “unyielding 
cosmetic standards,” according to a 
July report in The Guardian of London, 
even means that much of the annual 
$160 billion worth of imperfect food is 
simply left to rot on the vine, or sent 
directly to a landfill, because farmers 
anticipate retailers’ reluctance to stock 
it. [The Guardian, 7-13-2016]

COPYRIGHT 2016 CHUCK 
SHEPHERD

9101 Ridge Road, Girard PA 16417 • 814-774-0344 

Heartland Inn & Cafe

Bed & Breakfast ~ Cafe ~ Courtyard Wineries
Hours: Mon-Fri 11am-3pm, Sat/Sun 8am-3pm

Heartland Antiques & Gifts - Women's Fashion, Home Decor 
Hours: Mon- 10am-5am, Sun 10am-3pm

Lilac Lane Floral Shoppe - Full Service Florist/FTD

 

Make room for fall sale

30% OFF 
Now through
8/25/2016

- Select Yankee Candles (summer scents)
- Park Designs - select patterns & colors
- All Downton Abbey stock
- Flags - garden & house sizes
- Summer - silk florals
- Rabbit Creek - soup & dips are 40% OFF

[HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!]

Make a Splash
 this summer
  with great
   printing!

500 business cards
for only

$29.50!
DETAILS: 2 sided, full color, 16 pt.
Cover. 4-5 day turnaround.
*Some graphics fees may apply

www.presqueisleprinting.com

Presque Isle 
Printing Services 

Go Ask Alice! 814-833-9020
4318 W. Ridge Road

Erie, PA 16506

@GoAskAlice08

2015

AVAILABLEONLY FORTHE MONTH OF AUG2016

($45.00 value)
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To help shape 
tomorrow

Visit ICareForErie.com to view 
the Downtown Master Plan 
and tell us why you CARE.

Together, we can take 
a vital step forward.

You have the power

Because Life  
is worth Sharing 

Erie Homes for  
Children and Adults 

www.ehca.org 

To learn more, call Life Sharing manager  
Melissa Love at 814-315-1747. 

 

  

     

Life Sharing is a program matching 
families who are compensated to 
provide care in their homes with  
individuals in need of supervised  
living. Life Sharing providers find 
their own lives enriched caring for 
people with disabilities. Individuals 
thrive in a safe and loving home 
environment, developing new  
relationships while maintaining ties 
with their families. 

Help your child deal 
with trauma caused by:

Disasters, Fires or Death

Community Violence

Domestic Violence

Physical or Sexual Abuse

Paid for with Pennsylvania taxpayer dollars.

Trauma Focused
Counseling

HOUSE FOR

SALE
SALE

FOR $57,750
2909 Perry St.

 ► Charming 3-Bedroom

 ► Bungalow-Style

 ► Single Family Home

 ► Newer Roof

 ► Updated Kitchen

 ► Covered Back Deck

for more details 

Call (814) 450-7210
Email: bcgpsu@gmail.com
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The picturesque campus of Edinboro University 
will once again be � lled with the rich 
traditions of Scotland.

FREE Admission
$10 per car parking donation appreciated.

23rd ANNUAL

September 8 - 11, 2016

Thursday, September 8
Tiger Maple String Band and Festival Fiddlers

Friday, September 9
Scottish and Celtic Harp Showcase
Fiddle Workshop
Regional Scottish Fiddle Championships
Chelsea House Orchestra and Dinner
Calling of the Clans, Bon� re and Drum Circle

Saturday, September 10
Solo Bagpipe Competitions
U.S. National Scottish Fiddle Championships
Highland Dance Competitions
U.S. National Scottish Harp Championships
Disc Golf Tournament
Pro/Am Heavy Athletic Competitions

Scottish Clan Gatherings
Scottish Village Vendors/Gift Merchants
Weaving
Scottish and American Foods
Paint Out! – Live Art Contest
Archery
Beer Tasting
Chelsea House Orchestra Concert
Fiddle Workshops
Children’s’ Crafts and Games
Clydesdales
Massed Bands
Bagpipe Band Competitions
Celtic Music Jam
Ceilidh Dinner and Music*

Sunday, September 11
Chelsea House Orchestra Concert

www.edinboro.edu/highlandgames

Choose Excellence. Choose Edinboro.   |   888-8GO-BORO   |   edinboro.edu

And more! For a full list of events and times, visit:

The picturesque campus of Edinboro University 
will once again be � lled with the rich 
traditions of Scotland.

FREE
$10 per car parking donation appreciated.

September 8 - 11, 2016

Thursday, September 8
Tiger Maple String Band and Festival Fiddlers

Friday, September 9
Scottish and Celtic Harp Showcase
Fiddle Workshop
Regional Scottish Fiddle Championships
Chelsea House Orchestra and Dinner
Calling of the Clans, Bon� re and Drum Circle

Saturday, September 10
Solo Bagpipe Competitions
U.S. National Scottish Fiddle Championships
Highland Dance Competitions
U.S. National Scottish Harp Championships
Disc Golf Tournament
Pro/Am Heavy Athletic Competitions

www.edinboro.edu/highlandgames

Choose Excellence. Choose Edinboro.

And more!

*Ceilidh dinner requires $35 ticket purchase
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The Path of Innovation
Forging ahead with Velocity Network and Behrend’s AMIC

By: Ben Speggen

There are many paths to 
prosperity and progress. 
But today, it’s hard – per-

haps even foolish – to ignore 
the path paved by innovation.

“We know the pain of hold-
ing onto the past for too long,” 
says Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Mayor Andy Berke, “because 
we’ve done it.”

Berke opens his Big Ideas for 
Cities presentation, “How the 
City of Chattanooga Became 
a Destination for Innovation,” 
with that lament. He adds, 
“When we talk about econom-
ic resiliency and the way mid-
size cities can be a part of the 
future of our new economy, it 
has special meaning for Chat-
tanooga.”

The Volunteer State’s 
fourth-largest city has be-
come a darling among inno-
vation hounds and urban 
planning enthusiasts. Chatta-
nooga went from what Walter 
Cronkite called “the dirtiest 
city in America” in the late ’70s 
to a place entrepreneurs and 
millennials gravitate to in 2016.

Coupled with strategic in-
vestment in waterfront prop-
erty, Chattanooga’s continuing 
recovery comes from embrac-

ing its duality: deep roots in a 
manufacturing past, and a fu-
ture sprung from innovation.

Addressing the power of cit-
ies and regions to rebuild, re-
imagine, and reemerge, Brook-
ings Institution Centennial 
Scholar Bruce Katz famously 
– and often to comedic effect 
– quotes Dolly Parton: “Find 
out who you are and do it on 
purpose.” When the laughter 
subsides, he often adds: “Be 
the best 21st century version 
of yourself you can be.”

Successful cities and regions 
like Chattanooga haven’t run 
kicking and screaming from 
their past. Instead, they’ve 
made use of it.

“What we all have in our cit-
ies are unique assets that we 
have to take advantage of,” 
Berke says in his National 
League of Cities-sponsored 
talk. “We spend all day try-
ing to get more out of what 
we already have. There are a 
lot more cities that look like 
Chattanooga than look like 
San Francisco, New York, or 
Boston, and for America to be 
great, we all have to be partic-
ipating in the economic resil-
iency that comes from the new 
economy.”

Berke is referencing an inno-

vation-first economy, spurred 
in Chattanooga’s case by its 
innovation district: an area en-
couraging connection and in-
viting the clustering of devel-
opment for start-ups, business 
incubators, and accelerators. 
Chattanooga was the first mid-
sized city to launch one.

“Everywhere can’t be Boston 
or the Bay Area—and oth-
er cities shouldn’t try to be,” 
claims Brooks Rainwater, se-
nior executive and director of 
the Center for City Solutions 
at the National League of Cit-
ies. “Innovation districts need 
to harness what makes each 
city tick, be it the culture, the 
technology, or the policies.”

Erie likewise isn’t Boston, 
San Francisco, or New York; 
nor should it endeavor to be-
come them – or Chattanooga 
for that matter. But intention-
ally or not, Erie is taking notes 
from Chattanooga’s playbook. 
If drawn up smartly and ap-
plied aptly, Erie could win big 
with two key moves from fa-
miliar players in its economic 
ecosystem championing inno-
vation.

One day, we’ll look back and 
declare that the week of 

July 18, 2016 was good for Erie 

and its economic future. Amid 
stalled negotiations between 
GE Transportation and local 
labor unions – the fallout of 
which remains to be deter-
mined but likely signals con-
tinued regional job loss – two 
big local stories broke, deliver-
ing refreshing news.

On Wednesday, July 20, Penn 
State Erie, The Behrend Col-
lege held a grand opening for 
its new state-of-the-art Ad-
vanced Manufacturing and 
Innovation Center. The $16.5 
million facility will eliminate – 
as the media release boldly de-
clared – “barriers between aca-
demic and industry partners.”

Two days later, news broke 
that Velocity Network, after 
a state Commonwealth Court 
decision choked the informa-
tion technology-based com-
pany’s plans to purchase the 
former Ridgefield Elementary 
School in Millcreek Township, 
would still be moving – just 
not within Millcreek. Rather, 
the company would be relocat-
ing its headquarters to down-
town Erie with the purchase 
of the Rothrock Building at 121 
West 10th Street, along with 
four nearby parking lots and 
the building currently occu-
pied by the Toni & Guy Hair-
dressing Academy.

The differences are evident 
in both time and space. One 
development is polished and 
ready for use; the other awaits 
a closing date later this fall. 
One is housed on a burgeoning 
university campus; the other 
breathes new life into down-
town.

Nonetheless, the approach 
to innovation is similar. At a 
time when ideas and creations 
drive development, the space 
in which they occur must en-
courage interaction and con-
nectivity.

“If the idea behind this new 
center could be summed 

up in a single word, it would be 
collaboration,” says Scott Mc-
Cain, chair of Behrend’s Coun-
cil of Fellows, in the atrium of 
the college’s new Advanced 
Manufacturing and Innova-
tion Center during the build-
ing’s grand opening. “We’re 
not talking about a warm 
and fuzzy concept here. We’re 
talking about an orchestrated 
effort to bring individuals and 
organizations from both the 
academic and business worlds 
together to engage in research 
and development as teams.”

And it’s not the first time 
Behrend has embraced a col-
laborative notion.

Ten years prior, Behrend 
co-located its business and 
engineering schools under the 
shared roof of the Jack Burke 
Research and Economic Devel-
opment Center – the first such 
academic co-habitation in the 
nation. The move was made, 
according to Chancellor Ralph 
Ford, to encourage learning 
across disciplines, and has 
since led to the creation of 
cross-disciplinary endeavors.

“Innovation seems to occur 
at the places where people 
and ideas intersect,” Ford says 
during the opening. “This cen-
ter will provide the ideal envi-
ronment for interconnectivity 
… We expect this to be a win-
win for the college, for area 
business and industry, and for 
our region.”

The win comes from a con-
centration of people: The more 
people, the more ideas; the 
more ideas, the more creation 
– all under one roof.

“This building will allow us 
to grow in terms of student 
enrollment, to grow the ap-
plied research that we are 
known for, and to advance 
our support of innovation,” 
Ford adds later in an inter-
view.  “Even more important 
than that is the philosophical 
shift that this represents. The 
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Velocity Network’s Joel 
Deuterman in front of the 
company’s newly-acquired 
Rothrock Building.
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Gear upforSUMMER

(814) 833-3688
www.beachzero.com

83 Peninsula Dr, Erie, PA 16505

All Natural Holistic Pet Foods

1932 Parade St. Erie, PA 16503

www.nickelplatemills.net Like us on facebook

FOR CATS & DOGS

- USDA inspected
- No by-products
- Human grade protein
- No artificial ingredients
- Grain free or whole grain only
- No fillers

Nickel 
  Plate 
    Mills

• We give personal tours anytime
during our hours of operation!

Paws ‘n Claws PlayCare and Styling
S’paw o�ers the city of Erie’s only

overnight boarding facility!

Boarding for the
quiet, calmer dog

ASK FOR

A TOUR!

•Our sta� are dedicated to keeping your pets safe & happy!

1530 West 26th Street 814.456.7297 www.PawsNClawsPetResort.com

• All PlayCare & boarding attendants at
Paws ’n Claws in Erie are vet assistants!

351 W 26TH ST. ERIE, PA
814-455-3061

HOURS: 
Wed - Fri
11-5 
Sat
11-3

Second Hand Rose
CONSIGNMENTS

351 W 26TH ST. ERIE, PA
814-455-3061

MOVING & ESTATE SALESMOVING & ESTATE SALES

Things are always changing
at Second Hand Rose, stop in!
Things are always changing

at Second Hand Rose, stop in!

August SPECIALS
12 Pack Sale

OPEN

SHARI & BILL 

SERVING ERIE FOR 30 YEARS

1922  BUFFALO RD.  (814) 897-9990

Hurricane ........................................
Genny Ice.........................................
Coors Gold ......................................
High Life ..........................................
Michelob Ultra................................
Landshark .......................................
Natural Ice/Lt. .................................
Coors Lt./ Miller Lite ......................
Yuengling ........................................

$5.60
$6.60
$6.60
$9.91
$11.79
$15.09
$8.49
$10.33
$10.71

Summer Hours
Monday - Thursday:  9 am to 10 pm

Friday - Saturday: 9 am to 11 pm
Closed Sundays
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FEATURE
world has moved toward a far 
more collaborative approach 
to product development and 
R&D. Gone are the days of the 
large industry research labs 
that provided so much impact 
in the last century. My hope is 
that it further shows the val-
ue in what we call the Open 
Lab strategy, which is a highly 
collaborative approach to the 
development of new products 
and ideas.”

That strategy encourages 
regular interactions between 
faculty and students along 
with industry partners. And 
Behrend’s position on intellec-
tual property speaks to that 
collaborative culture and free 
flow of ideas.

“At Penn State, we made a 
significant change to our ap-
proach to intellectual proper-

ty policy several years ago.  If 
industry funds research, they 
own the intellectual proper-
ty that results from it,” Ford 
explains.  “That was an inten-
tional shift from a focus on de-
riving residual revenue from 
research to one that said we 
would like to place the em-
phasis on partnerships with 
industry and the value those 
interactions bring to our stu-
dents and faculty.”

Ten years ago, though, collab-
oration would’ve simply been 
internal. Create a silo and fill 
that silo with ideas, but don’t 
let the ideas spill over lest a 
competitor pilfer and subse-
quently profit from your cre-
ation.

Today, however, profit-driven 
development has been pushed 
out by collaboration because 
collaboration accelerates pro-
duction. The innovation that 
will take place at Behrend is 
designed with Erie in mind.

“In terms of the communi-
ty, we want this to support 

the region’s economy, but in a 
specific way, which is growing 
new product development and 
research investment that leads 
to job growth and business at-
traction,” Ford says. “As [we] 
know from a recent Brookings 
Institution report, the Erie 
region lags in research invest-
ment, and in order to grow as 
a technology and manufactur-
ing hub, we need to increase 
this key area of investment.”

According to Brookings, ar-
eas strong in advanced indus-
tries – those employing and 
investing in workers with skill-
sets high in STEM education – 
typically grow stronger with 
a greater regional presence of 
university-driven R&D. Given 
that Erie’s advanced manufac-
turing, a subset of advanced 
industries, contributes 27 per-
cent to Erie’s GDP, fostering 
advanced industries is vital 
to evolving Erie’s current eco-
nomic ecosystem.

Although ideas come from 
people and 

IS TODAY THE DAY
YOU SET YOUR SIGHTS HIGHER?
If you have the spark, we have the programs to guide you toward a 

rewarding career. FORTIS offers programs in the following areas: 
Nursing • Medical/Dental • Skilled Trades

Business • Criminal Justice • Cosmetology

FORTIS INSTITUTE • 5757 WEST 26TH STREET, ERIE, PA 16506
Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates.  For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu.

855.445.3276
FORTIS.EDU IGNITE YOUR FUTURE
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[Cont. on page 34]

Top: Behrend Chancellor Ralph 
Ford at the grand opening of the 
college’s Advanced Manufacturing 
and Innovation Center. Bottom: An 
illustration of the college’s Open 
Lab strategy.
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Spotlight on Erie
August 17 – 30, 2016

Thursday, Aug. 18

Erie Celebrates in End-
of-summer Style

From Thursday Aug. 18 to Sunday 
Aug. 21, both weekend visitors and 

Erie natives will fill the downtown Erie 
streets for four days of summer festiv-
ities, known as CelebrateErie.

Split into several zones, CelebrateErie 
allows attendees to experience Erie in 
multiple ways. They can view artwork 
at the Erie Art Museum or admire the 
spectacular sidewalk murals on the 
Chalk Walk. As part of the Taste of Erie 
zone, visitors can try some of Erie’s best 
food samples from local restaurants.

And no Erie event would be complete 
without live music to keep the party 
going. Rising from their graves just for 
this special occasion, Here Come the 
Mummies is a funk-rock band claiming 
to be from ancient Egypt. These mum-
mified musicians promise “unrelenting 
live shows” that will “bend your brain 
and melt your face.” The band has 
opened for P-Funk and Al Green, and 
it’s been invited to multiple music festi-
vals in recent years. If you aren’t afraid, 
you can see one of their chilling perfor-
mances on Thursday night at 8:30 p.m.

The funk continues on Friday night, 
when Thomas McClary, co-founder 
of The Commodores, takes the stage 
at 8 p.m., following performances by 
Familiar Spirit Band and The Groove. 
The Commodores have earned several 
number one hits, and are well known 
for songs like “Just to Be Close to You” 
and “Brick House,” among others.

On Saturday at 8 p.m., legendary rock 

and roll artist Randy Bachman will 
perform after a line-up of four other 
bands, which begins at 2 p.m. This tal-
ented Canadian musician has collected 
more than 120 gold and platinum al-
bums in his career.

Frankie Ballard will finish out the fes-
tivities on Sunday night at 8 p.m. with 
the final headlining performance. This 
country artist writes for his audience, 
hoping that his lyrics create a true 
connection with fans. His most recent 
album, El Rio was named in the top 25 
country albums of the year by Rolling 
Stone. Released in June, El Rio includes 
songs like “It All Started with a Beer” 
and “Cigarette.” Ballard is also well-
known for recent hits like “Sunshine 
and Whiskey” and “Helluva Life.”

But Celebrate Erie isn’t just for adults. 
The kids can’t get bored when there 
are two city blocks devoted entirely to 
them. The Kids Zone stretches from 
Eighth to 10th streets, providing a va-
riety of kid-friendly activities and a 
stage that features performers from 
Lake Erie Ballet, Erie Dance Theater, 
Erie Playhouse Youtheatre Showstop-
pers, and more. It’s perfect for parents, 
too.

For a map and a complete list of all 
performances, events, and other ac-
tivities, visit celebrateerie.com. – Tracy 
Geibel

Thursday, Aug. 18 to Sunday, Aug. 21 // 
Times vary // Throughout downtown Erie 
// celebrateerie.com

Friday, Aug. 19

All My Sons to be Staged 
by All An Act Theatre

Sins of the fathers, money over hu-
man lives, and forbidden love are 

classic themes explored in Arthur Mill-
er’s play All My Sons (1947).

“All My Sons is an extremely powerful 
story about post-WWII family and be-
trayal,” explained Sons director Larry 
Lewis, who also performs in the show, 
via email. “In much the same vein as 
Death of a Salesman (which we did in 
2011), there is a family secret that ulti-
mately results in tragedy.”

Lewis plays the role of Joe Keller, 
“a man who was convicted of selling 
faulty cylinder heads to the Army Air 
Corps during WWII, which resulted in 
the deaths of 21 pilots. On appeal he 
gets exonerated, but his partner re-
mains in prison. Joe goes on to great 
success.”

I asked Lewis if directing and per-
forming presents some complicated 
situations.

“Directing a show and performing in 
it does create some problems,” Lew-
is confided. “Not only do you have to 
make sure you’re prepared as an actor, 
you also have to be attentive to the rest 
of the cast and make sure blocking and 

character interpretation is what you 
want.”

He continued, “Since I can’t physi-
cally write notes for the cast while on 
stage, I have to try and remember what 
I wanted to tell them after rehearsals. 
If it’s something I consider major, we’ll 
stop and do it over. Other times, I’ll 
send them an email that night or go 
over it the next day before we start.”

Joshua Mizikowski, who plays Chris, 
commented via email: “I think that 
Erie can expect to see one of the best 
written plays of the last century whose 
themes on life, and what happens to 
those families that suffer loss during 
a war, are just as impactful today as 
they were in 1947.” – Gregory Green-
leaf-Knepp

7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 3 p.m. 
Sundays // Aug. 19 to Sept. 11 // 652 W. 
17th St. // allanact.net or 450.8553

Sunday, Aug. 21

Schickalay’s Hosts Legendary 
Reggae Act, The Wailers

With its members having helped to 
set the standard-bearing bar of 

reggae music (along with legends like 

Bob Marley and Peter Tosh), it’s safe to 
say The Wailers are even more than the 
real deal when it comes to this genre.

They’ve toured the world over, and on 
Sunday, Aug. 21, they’re bringing their 
signature, summery sound to Schicka-
lay’s on the Bay as the venue continues 
the 2016 season of its annual outdoor 
concert series.

The Wailers will be joined by long-
time local world-jam favorites One 
World Tribe, which brings funky, 
earthy grooves that are the product 
of a truly multicultural, multi-musical 
collective of artists with real – and re-
ally diverse – chops.

Sounds like they’ll play well together.
So, as with this summer’s other shows 

at Schickalay’s, head on down near the 
bay, get barefoot, and dance the Sun-
day away.

And don’t worry ’bout a thing. Every 
little thing is gonna be alright. – Ryan 
Smith

4 to 7 p.m. // 2860 W. 6th St. // facebook.
com/SchickalaysOnTheBay

Tuesday, Aug. 23

Philly’s Think Pink Floyd 
Brings a Prog Rock Finale 
to 8 Great Tuesdays

Here’s a sweet vision: You’re all 
kicked back, catching a sunset 

next to Lake Erie.
Then a laser show proceeds to blow 

your mind.
Add to that some expert-level live 

renditions from psych-prog gods Pink 
Floyd’s glorious catalog, and you’ve got 
a trip worth taking (er, making), even 
on a Tuesday night.

Eight Great Tuesdays is ending its 
2016 run just right on Aug. 23 with a 
performance by Think Pink Floyd, a 
Philly-based tribute band. The ensem-
ble really has its act together, impres-

Split into several zones, 
CelebrateErie allows 
attendees to experience 
Erie in multiple ways, from 
artwork to food to music.

“All My Sons is an extremely 
powerful story about post-
WWII family and betrayal,” 
explained director Larry 
Lewis, who also performs in 
the show.
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(814) 453-6454
1109 State St, Erie, PA 16501

EVERY Wednesday
Half Price
Everything

Celebrate halfway through
the week with HALF OFF

most every liquid libation
in house from 9-11 PM
Shellfish 

Spectacular
Peel & eat shrimp, snow crabs
clusters, & the best mussels
 in town. Beginning at 5 PM
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Entire Bill

O�er expires: 08/31/2016

(814) 835-2290
2709 West 12th St.

best oF
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BEST
IN ERIE
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Mexican restaurant in Erie PA)

$3.99 Margaritas
Any flavor except Texas Margaritas

ALL DAY Mondays & Tuesdays

FiestaFiesta
 El Canelo El Caneloatat
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MUSIC
Mid-day Art Break: Jess 
Royer with Nick Warren
Aug. 17 — noon to 1 p.m.
Erie Art Museum’s 
Wave Cafe, 411 State St. 
erieartmuseum.org.

Pleasures
Aug. 17 —  5 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 
145 W. 11th St. facebook.com/
basement.transmissions.

Rankin & Schell
Aug. 18 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22043 US Hwy 6 & 19 
sleepingchainsaw.com.

Songwriter Sunset
Aug. 18, 25 — 7 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Selah Praise Band
Aug. 18 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Frontier Park Amphitheater, 
1501 W. 6th St. leaferie.org.

Jackson Station
Aug. 19 —  6 p.m.
Coconut Joe’s, 28 North 
Park Row cjoes.com.

Rick Hornyak
Aug. 19 — 6 to 9 p.m.

Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22043 US Hwy 6 & 19 
sleepingchainsaw.com.

Blarney Rubble Band
Aug. 19 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Arundel Cellars, 11727 E. Main 
Rd. arundelcellars.com.

Aaron Work
Aug. 19 — 7 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Flock of Walri
Aug. 19 — 7 to 8 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 
145 W. 11th St. 
basementtransmissions.com.

Tabla for Two
Aug. 19 — 7:30 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Girard, 107 Myrtle 
St. tablafortwo.com.

Whiskey Road
Aug. 19 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs & 
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy. 
presqueisledowns.com.

Dreamscendance
Aug. 19 — 9:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St. 
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

The Goats
Aug. 20 — 5 to 9 p.m.

Penn Shore Winery and 
Vineyards, 10225 E. Lake 
Rd. pennshore.com.

Geek Army
Aug. 20 —  6 p.m.
Coconut Joe’s, 28 North 
Park Row cjoes.com.

The Highlife
Aug. 20 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22043 US Hwy 6 & 19 
sleepingchainsaw.com.

Fred Oakman
Aug. 20 — 7 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Division Street Machine
Aug. 20 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs & 
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy. 
presqueisledowns.com.

Sean Patrick & The 
Newgrass Revolution
Aug. 20 — 10 p.m. to midnight
Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St. 
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

First to Eleven
Aug. 21 — 1 to 3 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs & 
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy. 
presqueisledowns.com.

SaS Acoustics
Aug. 21 — 1 to 4 p.m.

Arundel Cellars, 11727 E. Main 
Rd. arundelcellars.com.

The Wailers and 
One World Tribe
Aug. 21 — 3 to 9 p.m.
Shickalay’s On The Bay, 2860 
W. 6th St. facebook.com/
SchickalaysOnTheBay.

Tommy Link
Aug. 21 — 5 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Erie Battle League
Aug. 21 — 7 to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 
145 W. 11th St. facebook.com/
events/1044585502297332.

Think Pink Floyd
Aug. 23 — 6:30 p.m.
Amphitheater at Liberty Park, 
Lawrence Pier porterie.org.

Mid-day Art Break: 
Erie Philharmonic
Aug. 24 — noon to 1 p.m.
Erie Art Museum’s 
Wave Cafe, 411 State St. 
erieartmuseum.org.

Big Dog Acoustics
Aug. 25 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22043 US Hwy 6 & 19 
sleepingchainsaw.com.

Erie Playhouse 

Season Preview
Aug. 26 — noon to 1 p.m.
Studio Q, 8425 Peach 
St. wqln.org.

Whiskey Road Rock Show
Aug. 26 —  6 p.m.
Coconut Joe’s, 28 North 
Park Row cjoes.com.

Abbey Road
Aug. 26 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Arundel Cellars, 11727 E. Main 
Rd. arundelcellars.com/events.

Junction PA
Aug. 26 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22043 US Hwy 6 & 19 
sleepingchainsaw.com.

Claire Stuczynski
Aug. 26 — 7 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Derek Davis
Aug. 26 — 7 p.m.
The Cork 1794, 17 W. Main St. 
facebook.com/TheCork1794.

Tiger Maple String Band
Aug. 26 — 7 to 9 p.m.
Goodell Gardens & 
Homestead, 221 Waterford 
St. goodellgardens.org.

Cruisin’
Aug. 26 — 9 p.m.

Presque Isle Downs & 
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy. 
presqueisledowns.com.

Broke Boland Band 
and Brooke Surgener
Aug. 26 — 10 p.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St. 
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Maniacal Device, 
Mala Sangre and 
Inducing Panic
Aug. 26 — 10 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Bobby’s Place, 1202 W. 
18th  St. facebook.com/
events/1737968033126057.

First to Eleven
Aug. 27 —  11 a.m.
Wegmans, 5028 W. Ridge 
Rd. firsttoeleven.com.

Duke Sherman Blues Band
Aug. 27 — 5 to 9 p.m.
Penn Shore Winery and 
Vineyards, 10225 E. Lake 
Rd. pennshore.com.

The Groove
Aug. 27 —  6 p.m.
Coconut Joe’s, 28 North 
Park Row cjoes.com.

Rankin & Schell
Aug. 27 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Sprague Farm & Brew 
Works, 22043 US Hwy 6 & 19 
sleepingchainsaw.com.

sively playing Floyd selections from 
the early, out-there years of Meddle 
(and before) all the way up through The 
Wall (and beyond).

This is going to be good. It’s an awe-
some way to complete this year’s 8 
Great circle, and to celebrate – like 
Floyd says – all that is now.

And all that is gone.
And all that is to come.
And, indeed, all that is under the sun 

will be in tune – until, of course, the sun 
is eclipsed by the moon. – Ryan Smith

6:30 p.m. // Liberty Park Amphitheater, 
Lawrence Pier // porterie.org

Wednesday, Aug. 24

Get Your Phil at Noon with 
the Erie Philharmonic 
Wind Quintet

Huffing and puffing feebly to get 
over the hump? Blow off some of 

that tension with the Erie Philharmon-

ic Woodwind Quintet in the penulti-
mate installment of the Erie Art Mu-
seum’s Mid-day Art Break music series. 
You may not be a nobleman standing 
in a Viennese courtyard, but you can 
still feel like a Wiener as these accom-
plished players draw from a rich tradi-
tion of Western music.

The wind quintet first came in vogue 
in the early 19th century through the 
efforts of seminal composers Anton 
Reicha and Franz Danzi. The instru-
ments of a typical wind quintet in-
clude (from low to high) bassoon, oboe, 
French horn, clarinet, and flute. Once a 

novelty, it has since become a standard 
chamber ensemble. Far from pander-
ing to the powdered-wig-and-petticoat 
demographic, contemporary wood-
wind quintets take on a great breadth 
of material – not only classical, but 
also popular music from the charts, 
TV, and film. You may have never been 
aware there was a demand for it, but 

woodwind interpretations exist of ev-
erything from Gershwin to Lady Gaga. 
Oboe they didn’t? You bet your bassoon 
they did.

As always, free gallery tours will be 
available, as well as refreshments from 
the Wave Café.  Do not let yourself pass 
this up – because this group truly puffs 
with pizzazz. – Matt Swanseger

Noon to 1 p.m. // 411 State St. // 
erieartmuseum.org/events-mid-day-art-
break // Free

Wednesday, Aug. 24

Mercyhurst’s Dracula 
Promises to be a 
Bloody Good Show

Count Dracula holds the distinction 
of the second-most frequently 

portrayed character in all of literature, 
behind Sherlock Holmes. On both the 
stage and the silver screen, there aren’t 
too many veins left to tap into where 
Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel is concerned. 

But the young and talented thespians 
of Mercyhurst University promise 
to infuse some fresh blood into the 
time-honored classic just the same.

Of the myriad theatrical adaptations 
over the past century, Steven Dietz’s 
has been lauded as one of the truest 

to the source material. As in the novel, 
much of the story is presented through 
a series of bites – letters, journal en-
tries, and newspaper clippings – as the 
protagonists track London’s most trou-
blesome undocumented immigrant. 
(Should have built a wall?) Mr. Dracu-
la’s genteel mannerisms and dignified 
fashion sense (capes add a measure of 
gravitas to any ensemble) belie a rather 
inconvenient (and very literal) lust for 
life. In an era straddling Victorian prin-
ciples and journalistic sensationalism, 
Drac’s hickies were not the kind so eas-
ily covered up.

Watch as Dr. Abraham Van Hels-

CALENDAR

Far from pandering to the 
powdered-wig-and-petticoat 
demographic, contemporary 
woodwind quintets take on a 
great breadth of material.

On both the stage and the 
silver screen, there aren’t too 
many veins left to tap into 
where Bram Stoker’s 1897 
novel is concerned.
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The LECOM Student Scholarship Fund helps deserving students manage the high cost of their medical, dental and pharmacy education.

Join us for a night of music, art and refreshments at the opening reception 
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ing and his intrepid crew of vampire 
hunters piece together the clues in an 
attempt to staunch the bleeding – not 
only of London, but also of the rep-
utation of all ethnic Transylvanians. 
There will be five opportunities to sink 
your fangs into this harrowing tale, 
including a special midnight showing 
on Friday night. Plenty of time to vis-
it your favorite Italian restaurant be-
forehand – just as a precaution. – Matt 
Swanseger

7:30 p.m. Aug. 24, 25, and 27; 11:55 p.m. 
Aug. 26; 2 p.m. Aug. 28 // Taylor Little 
Theatre // 501 E 38th St. // mercyhurst.
edu.events/mercyhurst-theatre-program-
dracula // Adults $15, Seniors/students 
$10, Youth/Mercyhurst students $5

Thursday, Aug. 25

Night Lights Music Festival 
Brightly Rounds Out 
the Summer Season

Stunning sonic shapeshifters, Beats 
Antique.

Jam world royalty, Eric Krasno.
Ever-expanding prog-jam wizards, 

Aqueous.
“Cave Music” masters, Moon Hooch; 

synth-washed rocketeers, Jimkata; and 
new-old-school rockers, The London 
Souls.

To put it simply, the good people be-

hind the Night Lights Music Festival 
have damn good taste in music – and 
they know how to put on a spectacular 
get-down.

All those out-of-this-world musicians 
are just a small bit of the sweet line-

up at this year’s Night Lights, which 
has grown over the last six years into 
a completely unique, not-to-be-missed 
annual addition to the region’s already 
very cool live music festival scene.

Night Lights also calls Sherman, New 
York’s beautiful Great Blue Heron fes-
tival grounds its home, bringing a new 

Punk Show
Aug. 27 — 6 to 11 p.m.
Basement Transmissions, 
145 W. 11th St. facebook.com/
gimpguyunderground.

Tony Kellogg
Aug. 27 — 7 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Kiss
Aug. 27 — 7:30 p.m.
Erie Insurance Arena, 809 
French St. erieevents.com.

Radio Age
Aug. 27 — 9 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs & 
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy. 
presqueisledowns.com.

The Division 
Street Machine
Aug. 27 — 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Kings Rook Club, 1921 Peach St. 
facebook.com/kingsrookclub.

Jeffrey Paris
Aug. 28 — 1 to 3 p.m.
Presque Isle Downs & 
Casino, 8199 Perry Hwy. 
presqueisledowns.com.

Seann P. Clark and 
Collette Bone
Aug. 28 — 5 p.m.
Sunset Grille, 12670 Edinboro 
Rd. edinborolakeresort.com.

Gem City Jazz Ensemble
Aug. 30 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
2216 Peach St. jazzerie.com.

Mid-day Art Break: Erie 
Chamber Orchestra
Aug. 31 — noon to 1 p.m.
Erie Art Museum’s 
Wave Cafe, 411 State St. 
erieartmuseum.org.

DANCE
Master Ballet Class 
with Robert Gosnell
Aug. 22 — 9 to 10:30 a.m & 
10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Erie Contemporary Ballet 
Theatre, 8335 Edinboro 
Rd. facebook.com/Erie-
Contemporary-Ballet-
Theatre-1548281548753373.

FOOD & DRINK
Erie Food Tours
Aug 19, 20, 26, 27 — 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Like My Thai, 827 State 
St. eriefoodtours.com.

Farm to Table Wine 
Dinner with Peace 
by Piece Farm
Aug. 25 — 6:30 p.m.
The Cork 1794, 17 W. Main St. 
facebook.com/TheCork1794.

Mind, Body, Beer

Aug. 30 — 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Erie Ale Works, 416 W. 12th St. 
facebook.com/ErieAleWorks.

FILM
Robots Movie
Ongoing through Oct. 
31 — 11 a.m. & 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. trecpi.org.

D-Day: Normandy 
1944 Movie
Ongoing through Oct 
31 —  noon & 4 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. trecpi.org.

Mysteries of the 
Great Lakes
Ongoing through 
Oct. 31 — 1 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. trecpi.org.

Journey to Space
Ongoing through Oct. 
31 — 2 & 5 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. trecpi.org.

Brainiac (1962)
Aug. 18 —  8 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 
W. Lake Rd. facebook.

6845 Peach Street  ❖  (814) 868-1910
Mon-Sat: 10am to 7pm
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BEATS ANTIQUE

Night Lights has grown 
over the last six years into a 
completely unique, not-to-
be-missed annual addition to 
the region’s festival scene.
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Bring this coupon to Coventina & get
15% off one service of your choice.
* Cannot be combined with any other offer. Appointments required.15%

OFF 10747 Peach Street  Waterford, PA 16441
814.796.9038 • www.coventina.com

Expires 9.30.16

CONSERVATORY

Now 
Enrolling 

for Fall 2016 
beginning 

August 29th

814 476 7123
www.eriedanceconservatory.org

• Ballet
• Tap
• Jazz
• Modern
• Hip Hop

• Acro
• Pointe
• Tiny Tots
• Tiny Taps
• Tiny Tumblers

Offering Classes in:

• Limited Class Sizes
• Safe Dance Floors
• Professional Faculty
• No Registration Fee
•  Many Performance 

Opportunities

Call today to reserve your space and to take 
advantage of our FREE trial classes!

BOYS 
ARE 

FREE!!!

eriephil.org | 455-1375

Single tickets � sale Aug. 22$20 & up ~ student t	 $10

Subs�ipti�s st�t at

just $95 f� 5 c�c�ts

DO YOU HAVE THE STYLE?
CREATE YOUR FUTURE AS A COSMETOLOGIST

FORTIS has the programs to guide you toward a rewarding career.
In addition to Cosmetology, program offerings also include:

Nursing • Medical/Dental • Skilled Trades
Business • Criminal Justice

FORTIS INSTITUTE • 5757 WEST 26TH STREET, ERIE, PA 16506
Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates. ABHES Accredited. For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu.

855.445.3276
FORTIS.EDU IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

[       ]
Mon-Fri: 10am to 5:30pm

Sat: 10am to 5pm
10 East 5th St. Erie, PA 16507 • 814.453.3758 • www.glassgrowersgallery.com

-Since 1974-
In store until Sept. 4, 2016

Sam Ward & Greg Zbach Photos
“Our City on the Bay and Beyond”

Denise Romecki
“Shorelined Sculpture”

Tom Ridge
Environmental Center

Open daily
10:00–5:00

 Located at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center    814.836.9107 
Stop in and check out our Gallery featuring Presque Isle artwork
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(and entirely complementary) vibe into 
that hallowed space for three days and 
nights between Thursday, Aug. 25 and 
Saturday, Aug. 27.

An amazing music- and light-driven, 
socially conscious, cozy gathering of 
good, groove-minded people: Where 
else would any festy fan want to find 
themselves kissing summer goodbye? 
– Ryan Smith

Aug. 25 to Aug. 27 // 2361 Wait Corners 
Road, Panama, NY // nighlightsfest.com

Friday, Aug. 26

Holy Trinity Parish Honors 
Polish Heritage with Zabawa

Holy Trinity Parish of Erie will cele-
brate Polish heritage with a three-

day festival held from Aug. 26 to 28. The 
23rd annual Zabawa – Polish for fun – 

will be complete with games, food, and 
live entertainment, in the form of tra-
ditional Polish Polka music, of course.

“It’s like a big Polish wedding recep-
tion,” explained Theresa Ignaczak, pro-
motions chairperson.

While you won’t likely come across 
anyone in a wedding gown, Zabawa has 
the same party-like atmosphere you 

might find at a wedding reception or 
family reunion. Many attendees know 
one another, so as they enjoy the fes-
tivities, they spend time socializing and 
exchanging stories.

Entertainment will include Polka 
bands like The Knewz from Buffalo, 
New York, The Boys from Baltimore, 
Maryland, Henry and the Versa J’s from 
Pittsburgh, and the Mar-Vels from Erie. 
When the bands need a break, Ken 
Olowin, a local DJ, will keep the music 
coming. Sunday’s agenda will also in-
clude a performance by Erie’s own Wi-
waty Folk Dancers.

Visitors can try a wide variety of Pol-

com/ErieMovieHouse.

How to Train Your Dragon
Aug. 22 — 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30  p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160 
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Star Wars Movie Night 
at the Ballpark
Aug. 26 — 8 p.m.
Jerry Uht Park, 110 E. 10th 
St. erieevents.com.

The Fault in Our Stars
Aug. 28 — 1:30 to 4  p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160 
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Cold Sweat (1970)
Aug. 26 —  8 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 
W. Lake Rd. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Guardians of the Galaxy
Aug. 26 — 9 p.m.
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
8th St. leaferie.org.

Dante’s Inferno (1911)
Aug. 27 —  8 p.m.
Erie Movie House, 3424 
W. Lake Rd. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Sing Street
Aug. 31 — 6 p.m.
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 

St. erieartmuseum.org.

VISUAL ARTS
Our City on the Bay 
and Beyond by Sam 
Ward and Greg Zbach
Ongoing through Sept. 9
Glass Growers Gallery, 10 E. 5th 
St. glassgrowersgallery.com.

Nocturnal Emissions 
by Alison Stinely
Ongoing through Sep. 17
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Art Faculty Show
Ongoing through Sept. 
25 (Reception Sept. 
1 — 5 to 7 p.m.)
Cummings Art Gallery, 501 
E. 38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

InnovationErie 
Competition 2016
Ongoing through Sept. 25
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Henry Katzwinkel
Ongoing through Oct. 17
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

I Think I Found It Upside 
Down by Dietrich Wegner
Ongoing through Nov. 20
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 

St. erieartmuseum.org.

Dark Garden
Ongoing through Jan 8, 2017
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Jose Picayo Polaroids: 
A Retrospective
Ongoing through Jan. 8, 2017
Erie Art Museum, 411 State 
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Art on the Hill
Aug. 17 — 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cummings Art Gallery, 501 
E. 38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

THEATRE
Sister Act
Aug. 17, 18, 19, 20, 26, 27  — 7:30 
p.m. & Aug. 21, 28 — 2 p.m.
Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10 
St. erie playhouse.org.

Last Five Years
Aug. 18, 19, 20 — 8 p.m.
PACA, 1505 State St. 
paca1505.com.

Unnecessary Farce
Aug. 19 — 7 p.m. &  Aug. 20, 
27 — 5:30 p.m & Aug. 23, 24 — 
noon & Aug 28 — 2:30 p.m.
Station Dinner Theatre, 4940 
Peach St. canterburyfeast.com.

All My Sons

CALENDAR

Zabawa is “like a big 
Polish wedding reception,” 
explained Theresa Ignaczak, 
promotions chairperson.
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Cupping therapy, as seen
on the 2016 Rio Olympics

The ONLY spa in the region with
a certified “Cupping” Technician

Yorktown Center, 2501 W 12th St, Erie, PA 16505
www.panacheerie.com

Learn more about Cupping 
by calling Panache

(814) 838-3333

MEET KAE
Our Thai Body Work
Therapist, Kae was recently
in Thailand studying the
ancient art of cupping.
Cupping can be described as
the inverse of massage. Instead
of applying pressure to the muscles,
the suction uses pressure to pull skin, tissue and
muscles upward. The purpose of cupping is to
enhance circulation, help relieve pain, and pull
out toxins from your body's tissues.

The PUTC is a teacher residency program 
for individuals who are committed to:

• Fully funded tuition for a Master of Arts in Teaching Degree from 
  Chatham University 

• Stipend, health insurance, professional development and mentorship  

• Three yrs (min) of full-time employment with Propel SchoolsB
e

n
e

fi
ts

• social justice
• equity in education 
• making a difference in the lives of students 
  & communities impacted by poverty & race 

Do You Believe…
          …that every child deserves a quality education?

Apply Today! 
pghurbanteachers.org

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family. Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Cam El-Farouki, Agent
3319 W 26th Street
Erie, PA  16506
Bus: 814-833-6663
www.teamerie.com

State Farm® has a long tradition of being there. That’s one reason 
why I’m proud to support The Erie Reader!
Get to a better State®.
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ish food, enter drawings, or play games 
of chance. Children’s games will also be 
available.

In addition to the festivities, two pol-
ka masses will be held over the week-
end: one Saturday at 5 p.m. with Erie 
Catholic Bishop Lawrence Persico, 
and the other Sunday at 11 a.m. These 
unique masses include traditional 
hymns set to a polka tune. They are 
meant to be upbeat and jubilant, while 
remaining reverent.

Admission and parking are free on 
Sunday. Additional parking and a free 
shuttle service are available at East 
34th and Ash streets. – Tracy Geibel

Friday, Aug. 26 to Sunday, Aug. 28 // 5 to 
10 p.m. Friday; noon to 10 p.m. Saturday; 
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday // East 23rd and 
Reed streets // 456.0671 // Holytrinity.org

Friday, Aug. 26

Traditional Folk Way 
Out in the Garden

Goodell Gardens & Homestead’s 
Summer Music Series continues on 

Aug. 26 with Tiger Maple String Band: 
Edinboro natives who have been play-
ing together since 1999. Presenting Lori 
Burke on vocals and guitar, Justine and 
Alison Parker on fiddle, Barry Smith on 
banjo and vocals, and Fred Parker on 

guitar and vocals, this neat little outfit 
has more than a catchy, down-home 
ditty to share, which will certainly 
prompt listeners to leap up from their 
lawn chairs, kick up their heels, and 
dance under the stars.

The band describe their sound as pos-
sessing “a full-body richness that only 
acoustic instruments and clear vocals 
can bring,” and cite Appalachian music 
as their influence. And this tradition-
al folk vein is prominent in the band’s 
tunes. An excellent example is “Oh My 
Little Darling,” which starts with some 
mournful fiddling over steady plucky 
banjo. It still has that hand-clapping 
quality, leaving listeners itching to get 
up and dance. The tight harmonies 
weaving over the instruments might 
bring a tear to your eye, but the band 

CALENDAR

Aug. 19, 20, 26, 27 & Sept. 2, 3, 9, 
10 — 7:30 to 10 p.m. & Aug. 21, 
28 & Sept. 4, 11 — 3 to 5:30 p.m.
All an Act Theatre, 652 W. 
17th St. allanact.net.

Dracula
Aug. 24, 25, 27 — 7:30 & Aug. 26 
— 11:55 p.m. & Aug. 28 — 2 p.m.
Taylor Little Theatre, 501 E. 
38th St. miac.mercyhurst.edu.

Driving Miss Daisy
Aug. 26, 27 & Sept. 3, 10, 16, 
17 — 7 p.m. & Aug. 28 & Sept. 
4, 11, 18 — 2:30 p.m. & Aug. 
30, 31 & Sept. 7 — noon
Riverside: The Inn at 
Cambridge Springs, 1 Fountain 
Ave. theriversideinn.com.

COMMUNITY/VARIETY
Lagoon by Pontoon
Ongoing through Sept. 
5 — 11 a.m. & 1 & 2 p.m.
Pontoon Boat Station, 
301 Peninsula Dr. events.
dcnr.pa.gov.

Wednesday Walks 
in the Woods
Ongoing through Oct. 
5 — 11 a.m. to noon
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Lake Erie Fishing History
Ongoing through Oct. 
30 — 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 

events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Subscriber Pick Up Day
Aug. 17 —10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. & 4 to 7 p.m.
Various Locations,  eriephil.org.

Farmers Market
Aug. 17, 24, 31 & Sept. 7, 
14, 21, 28 — 3 to 6 p.m.
Goodell Gardens & 
Homestead, 221 Waterford 
St. goodellgardens.org.

Purple Martin Palooza 
Pontoon Ride
Aug. 17, 19 — 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Pontoon Boat Station, 
301 Peninsula Dr. events.
dcnr.pa.gov.

The Art of Inner 
Transformation
Aug 17 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Whole Foods Co-op, 1341 W. 
26th St. abodeoftheheart.org.

Evening Lagoon 
by Pontoon
Aug. 17, 24, 31 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Pontoon Boat Station, 
301 Peninsula Dr. events.
dcnr.pa.gov.

Celebrate Erie
Aug. 18, 19, 20, 21
Downtown Erie, 
celebrateerie.com.

Metalworking Art Class
Aug. 18 — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Erie County Public Library 
Locations, erielibrary.org.

Garden Sprouts
Aug. 18 — 11 a.m. to noon
Goodell Gardens & 
Homestead, 221 Waterford 
St. goodellgardens.org.

Medicinal Herb Walk
Aug. 18 — 11 a.m. to noon
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Thursday Teen Time
Aug. 18 — 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Blasco Memorial Library, 160 
E. Front St. erielibrary.org.

Vision Board Workshop
Aug. 18 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Something Wonderful Gifts, 
3709 West Lake Rd. facebook.
com/events/108002846304423.

Files and Folders
Aug. 19 & Oct. 11 & Nov. 29 
& Dec. 3 — 9 a.m. to noon 
& Sept. 22 — 5 to 8 p.m.
Room 212 Blasco Memorial 
Library, 160 E. Front 
St. erielibrary.org.

Nordic Walking
Aug. 19, 26 & Sept. 2, 
9 — 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Visit Historic Downtown 

10225 East Lake Rd. (Rt. 5), North East, PA 16428
814.725.8688 www.pennshore.com

Every Saturday in July 
 August from 5-9pm

*No outside beverages may be brought on to the premises

Music in theVineyards
&
Aug. 20th ~ The Goats (Classic Rock)
Catered food available by June Peters

Aug. 27th ~ Duke Sherman Blues Band
                  (Blues)
Big Horn Meats food truck on site

*Bring a lawn chair or blanket to relax with

MUSIC AT 10PM•NO COVER EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS
HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL: $2 Wells & Select Beers 8PM-12AM
F R E E  P O O L ,  S H U F F L E B O A R D  &  G A M E S  A LW AY S ! ! !  
1921 Peach St. Erie Pa•Private Parties Available•MEMBERS & GUESTS
Contact: kingsrookclub76@gmail.com & find us on Facebook:www.facebook.com/kingsrookclub

E V E RY   T H U R S D AY   N I G H T !  
Grab your gear and get here!   •   10PM
No Cover • Drink Specials • Open 8 PM
[Sign up before 10 PM & �rst drink is on us]

MATTY  B’S

FRI 08/19
DREAMSCENDANCE
EDM DANCE PARTY

[FREE]
SAT 08/20

SEAN PATRICK
& THE NEWGRASS REVOLUTION

[FREE]
FRI 08/26

BROKE  BOLAND BAND
+ BROOKE SURGENGER

+ THE REMNANTS
[FREE]

SAT 08/27
THE DIVISION STREET MACHINE

[FREE]
FRI 09/02

MOSAIC FOUNDATION
[FREE]

SAT 09/03
ERIC BREWER & FRIENDS

+ CLAIRE STUCZYNSKI
[FREE]

FRI 09/09
WAVE TRAILS

[FREE]
SAT 09/10

FUNKTIONAL
 FLOW

[FREE]
FRI 09/16

OUT TO LUNCH
[FREE]

SAT 09/17
WAVE MAGNETIK

[FREE]

**NO COVER EXCEPT
    SPECIAL EVENTS**

D O O R S  8 P M  |  M U S I C  1 0 P M

Kings Rook
   Club

best oF

2015

BEST MUSIC VENUE
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also has plenty of upbeat tunes to 
share, like “Silver Lake”: a foot-stomp-
ing, high energy folk song with bril-
liantly layered banjo, fiddle, and guitar. 
The instruments almost seem to chase 
each other around the song, adding to 
the quick pace and joyfulness.

If all this music works up an appe-
tite, audience members can take a 
break from the tunes and stop by Big 
Horn Ranch’s farm-to-table food truck, 
which will have plenty of delicious eats 
for sale. – Miriam Lamey

7 p.m. // Goodell Gardens & Homestead // 
221 Waterford St, Edinboro // 734.6699

Saturday, Aug. 27

Unite and Celebrate at the 
24th Annual Erie Pride 

Parade and Festival

The NWPA Pride Alliance will bring 
the community together for the 

24th annual Erie Pridefest on Aug. 27 
with a parade and march followed by 
the festival itself. Participants will as-
semble at the Zone Dance Club at noon, 
and the parade will start at 1 p.m. and 
move down to the festival at Griswold 
Park.

“In a year when outward homophobia 
and transphobia are on the rise, hate 
crimes against the LGBT community 
are becoming a regular occurrence, 
and other cities (such as our neighbors 
in Cleveland) are canceling their pride 

events, we’ve heard from members of 
the community that they are excited 
that Erie hasn’t put on any brakes or 
cut back,” explains Anthony J. Gressley, 
the NWPA Pride Alliance fundraising 
committee’s entertainment coordina-
tor.

In fact, the festival has expanded, 
Gressley explains, to include new per-
formers and a couple of live music acts. 
Last year’s attendees will be pleased 
to note that Billy Wynn will again be 
headlining. This event will undoubted-
ly continue to grow, and the communi-
ty’s strength and perseverance will be 
overarching sentiments at this year’s 
Pride events, especially considering the 
struggles and utter tragedy all have re-
cently witnessed.

“Over the past year, this community 
has regrouped and banded together 
once again,” Gressley adds. “Ever since 
Orlando, there has been an outpouring 
of support from within the community 
as a whole (straight and LGBT). It’s re-
ally something to see how much we’ve 
grown as a community.”

Pride celebrations will pick up at Wal-
dameer on the following day – Aug. 28 
– where everyone is welcome to cel-
ebrate Pride Day at the amusement 
park. – Miriam Lamey

Saturday, Aug. 27: Parade at 1 p.m.; 
Pridefest to follow // Zone Dance Club, 
133 W. 18th St. and Griswold Park, 150 
W. 14th St. // Sunday, Aug. 28: Pride Day 
at Waldameer Park & Water World, 3100 
West Lake Rd. // nwpapride.org

North East
Aug. 19 — 10 a.m. to noon
Northeast Historical Society, 
25 Vine St. lifeworkserie.org.

Benefit for House of Hope
Aug. 19 — 6 to 9 p.m.
Voodoo Brewery, 215 Arch 
St. facebook.com/Voodoo-
Brewery-305706522795288.

Erie SeaWolves vs. 
Reading Fightin Phils
Aug. 19, 20 — 7 p.m. 
& Aug. 21 — 1:30
Jerry Uht Park, 110 E. 10th 
St. erieevents.com.

Presque Isle Triathlon

Aug. 20 — 6:30 to 11 a.m.
Presque Isle State Park, 301 
Peninsula Dr. discoverpi.com.

Insane Inflatable 5K
Aug. 20 — 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Lake Erie Speedway, 
10700 Delmas Dr. 
lakeeriespeedway.com.

Admiral Perry Obedience
Aug. 20, 21 — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Bayfront Convention Center, 1 
Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.

Life Enrichment Event
Aug. 20 — 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Whole Foods Co-op, 1341 W. 
26th St. bhaktaschool.org.

Cardboard Boat Regatta
Aug. 20 — 11 a.m.
Bayfront Maritime Center, 40 
Holland St. bayfrontcenter.org.

Storytime Saturdays
Aug. 20 & Sept. 10, 24 
— 11 a.m. to noon
Barnes & Noble, 5909 Peach St. 
stores.barnesandnoble.com.

Lego Build
Aug. 20 — 4 p.m.
Barnes & Noble, 5909 Peach St. 
stores.barnesandnoble.com.

Yogilates with 
Michelle Curtze
Aug. 21, 28 & Sept. 4 
— 11 a.m. to noon

CALENDAR

DUI • Criminal Defense • Personal Injury • Federal Criminal Cases

Attorney
David Ridge

There has been a major change in the DUI law. If you need an
experienced attorney contact me for a consultation.

Super Lawyer 2010-2016

Call today: 814.454.1010
246 West 10th Street Erie, PA 16501

dridge@velocity.net • www.ridgelawoffice.com

™

The

Peacock 
™

™

Voting is August 1  - August 26

Please visit www.EriesChoice.com and Vote

THE SASSY PEACOCK in TWO categories:

1) RETAIL: Consignment - The Sassy Peacock

2) RETAIL: Clothing - Peacock Joe’s,
                 Men’s Consigment

Our fans are THE BEST and we really appreciate
your help getting us on the ballot this year!

Please Vote For Us For

845 Pittsburgh Ave.
Erie, PA 16505
(814) 833-0517

www.T heSassyPeacock.com

in 2 Categories!

The community’s strength 
and perseverance will be 
overarching sentiments 
at this year’s Pride events, 
especially considering recent 
struggles and tragedy.
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Visit Edinboro

Pennsylvania

118 Meadville St.
Clothing & Jewelry

(814) 734-5858

112 Meadville St.
 Edinboro, PA 16412

(814) 734-7527

Escape this summer 
to Edinboro PA

#VISITEDINBOROPA

103 Meadville St.
Edinboro, PA 16412

(814) 734-3400

 119 Erie St.
 Edinboro, PA 16412

(814) 734-1980

The Book 
Trader

GAME OVER TATTOO

Monday - Sunday
6:30 AM to 3 PM

 109 Erie St.
Edinboro, PA 16412

(814) 734-2499

Tues - Sat: 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday: 11 AM to 4 PM

$1.00
OFF

any regular 
priced meal
with coupon

exp. 8/31/2016

7th Annual Cardboard Boat Regatta Set to Sail 
Saturday, August 20
The only decision is whether to build or spectate

By: Ti Sumner

Ever look at your Amazon delivery box 
and think, “I should make a boat out 

of that?” 
If so, you’re in luck. Richard Eisenberg, 

executive director of the Bayfront Mari-
time Center (BMC), had the same idea 
just over seven years ago after attend-
ing a cardboard boat regatta at Watkins 
Glen in New York.

“We held our first regatta in 2010,” 
said Amy Eisenberg, BMC executive 
assistant, via email. “Since then, the 
boats have become more elaborate and 
sea-worthy … but it’s still hard to water-
proof cardboard.” 

Over the years, Lake Erie has battled 
and defeated some of the best-con-
structed, Duct-tape-layered, original 
boats to enter the regatta. This boat 
“melting,” as Amy calls it, is not a de-
terrent for race entrants. Many partic-
ipants claim that the challenge to de-
sign a paper-based vessel with water 
transportation capabilities is one of the 
best parts of the event. 

“It’s the reason we created the ‘Most 

Dramatic Sinking’ award,” Amy 
explained. At the Cardboard 
Boat Regatta, there is fun in 
both sinking and stroking. 

In the inaugural regatta, the 
AmeriCorp VISTA group exem-
plified the spirit of the compe-
tition when their refrigerator 
box boat, “The Lake Erie Pira-
nha,” took the sink in dramatic 
fashion. 

“The captain went down with 
the ship … hat still on and in full 

salute,” Amy said. 
There is a $35 entry fee per boat, with 

all proceeds benefitting hands-on mari-
time programming at BMC. 

Spectatorship is free and open to the 
public. Do, however, bring a few bills (all 
denominations welcome). The boat that 
raises the most money by the end of 
the race (via its assigned donation can) 
receives the “Crowd Favorite” award, 
which is especially exciting for the kids 
who build their own boats. 

“Their faces light up every time some-
one pops money into their can,” Amy 
said. “It’s fun to watch.” 

Erie’s 7th Annual Cardboard Boat 
Regatta is scheduled to sail at noon 
on Saturday, Aug. 20. Registration 
is at 10 a.m., followed by a Parade 
of Boats at 11 a.m. at the East Canal 
Basin by the BMC campus.  For more 
information on registration and boat-
building rules, visit bayfrontcenter.
org/events/cardboard-boat-regatta/.

Ti Sumner can be reached at 
TSumner@ErieReader.com 

CALENDAR

Goodell Gardens & 
Homestead, 221 Waterford 
St. goodellgardens.org.

Car Cruise
Aug. 21 — noon to 4 p.m.
Camp Sherwin, 8600 W. 
Lake Rd. ymcaerie.org.

Sunset Tai Chi Classes 
and Worship
Aug. 21, 28 & Sept. 
4 — 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Presque Isle State Park 
Beach 6, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Intelligence and Game 
Based Learning
Aug. 22 — 1:30 to 3 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

Erie Playhouse Auditions
Aug. 22, 23 — 4 to 6 p.m.
Erie Playhouse Rehearsal 
Hall, 1158 E. 12th St. 
erie playhouse.org.

Erie SeaWolves vs. 
Richmond Flying 
Squirrels
Aug. 22, 23, 24 — 7 p.m.
Jerry Uht Park, 110 E. 
10th St. milb.com.

Alzheimer’s: Facing an 
Unbeatable Opponent
Aug. 23 — 12:30 to 2 p.m.

LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

County Council Meeting
Aug. 23 — 7 p.m.
Erie County Courthouse, 140 
W. 6th St. eriecountypa.gov.

Petal Pressing and 
Perfection Workshop
Aug. 24 — 10 a.m. to noon
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

5 Plant Allies for herbal 
First Aid with Leah Wolfe
Aug. 25 — 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Goodell Gardens & 
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Homestead, 221 Waterford 
St. goodellgardens.org.

Erie Downtown 
Block Party
Aug 25 — 6 to 10:30 p.m.
Calamari’s Squid Row, 
1317 State St. & 814 Pub 
and Grille, 1325 State St. 
eriedowntown.com.

Where do I Start? 
Genealogy Class
Aug. 26 — 10 a.m to noon
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

23rd Zabawa 
Polish Festival
Aug. 26 — 5 to 10 p.m. & 
Aug. 27 — noon to 10 p.m. & 
Aug. 28 — noon to 6 p.m.
Holy Trinity Parish, 2220 
Reed St. holytrinityrc.org.

5th Annual Family 
Camping Event
Aug. 26 — 6 p.m.
Presque Isle State Park 
Beach 11, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Silent World of Reptiles
Aug. 26 — 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

10K Open Buddy 
Tournament
Aug. 27 — 6: 30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Presque Isle State Park Marina 

Bay Launch, 301 Peninsula 
Dr. pabassnation.com.

Magic of Monarchs
Aug. 27 — 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Asbury Woods Nature 
Center, 4105 Asbury Rd. 
asburywoods.org.

Summer Reading 
Triathlon Closing 
Ceremony
Aug. 27 — 11 a.m. to noon
Barnes & Noble, 5909 Peach St. 
stores.barnesandnoble.com.

Erie Pridefest
Aug. 27 — noon to 4 p.m.
Starts at Zone Dance Club, 
133 W. 18th St. facebook.
com/NWPAPride.

Cruise Town Erie 
Car Show
Aug 27 — 2 to 9 p.m.
Downtown Erie, State 
St. from 4th to 12th st. 
eriedowntown.com.

The Lantern Fest
Aug. 27 — 4 p.m.
Lake Erie Speedway, 10700 
Delmas Dr. thelanternfest.com.

ArborEAT’em
Aug. 27 — 6:30 p.m.
Lake Erie Arboretum at 
Frontier Park, 1501 W. 
6th St. leaferie.org.

Electric Tutu 5k Run
Aug. 27 — 8:30 p.m.

Amphitheater at Liberty 
Park, Lawrence Pier 
sovereignballet.com.

Erie County Fair
Aug. 28 through Sept. 3
Erie County Fairgrounds, 13993 
Route 8 & 89 wattsburgfair.com.

Erie Cemetery Walks: 
War of 1812 shipbuilders 
and service members
Aug. 28 — 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.
Erie Cemetery, 2116 Chestnut 
St. erieyesterday.org.

Erie SeaWolves vs. 
Akron RubberDucks
Aug. 29, 30, 31 & Sept. 1 — 7 p.m.
Jerry Uht Park, 110 E. 10th 
St. erieevents.com.

Erie Times News 
Career Fair
Aug. 31 — 10 a.m.
Bayfront Convention Center, 1 
Sassafras Pier erieevents.com.

A Herbal Medicine 
Chest Workshop
Aug. 31 — 1 to 3 p.m.
Tom Ridge Environmental 
Center, 301 Peninsula Dr. 
events.dcnr.pa.gov.

Member Appreciation 
Social
Aug. 31 — 2 to 4 p.m.
LifeWorks Erie, 406 Peach 
St. lifeworkserie.org.

SALE!

Purchase a new 96% efficient furnace & 14 
Seer A/C unit NOW and save big with 
4.99% financing for a limited time only!

(Payment terms as long as 10 years available)

4.99% FINANCING!

CALL NOW!
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

459-8255

PA0005218

15 %
   OFF

Min. $50 purchase of any reg. priced item. Not valid with any other offers or 
specials. Expires 8/31/2016

2309 W 12th Street Erie, 
PA 16505            

814-871-6320

www.achillesrunning.us

the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop
Running & Walking Shoes • Apparel • Accessories

We actually �t you for shoes!

Running & Walking 
SPECIALTIES

Our free gait analysis will help you �nd the shoe that’s right for you!

CALENDAR

2208 West 8th Street
 Erie, PA 16505
(814) 520-8055

Mon-Fri: 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-5pm

www.claudinesconsignment.com

Furniture Decor Jewelry

Hours:

Give us the keys and
we’ll give you a CHECK!

Auto Sales

6345 W. Ridge Rd. Erie, PA 16506
(814) 323-7544
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• Criminal
• DUI
• Divorce
• Custody
• Personal Injury
Kenneth A. Bickel, Esq. 

Bickel Law Office 557 
West 8th Street
 Erie, PA 16502

• FREE CONSULTATIONS •

419-522-5245

NOW SERVING ERIE PENNSYLVANIA

FIND US ON

www.hitchmanbailbonds.com

 

For other ways to help including registering for the 
Making Strides Walk go to  

http://www.RenaissanceErie.com/#pink 

Help Tom Kennedy and Making Strides Against Breast Cancer as Tom strives to be the top 
fundraiser in Erie’s inaugural Real Men Wear Pink Campaign. 
 
From now  through the end of  October, Tom and the other Real Men Wear Pink  
Candidates will encourage the Erie community to take action in the fight against breast 
cancer. The campaign has already kicked off and you can help now.  
 
With your donation, you can help Tom become the Real Man of Erie and be the  
top fundraiser. Stop into one of the participating businesses at Renaissance Centre:  
Picturesque Salon & Franco’s on the first floor, Altair Realty (Suite 307) or Palace Business 
Centres (Suite 1400) or donate on-line http://main.acsevents.org/goto/tomkennedy 
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Descendents
Hypercaffium Spazzinate
Epitaph

Returnage. From 
the opening 

chords of “Feel 
This” you’ll be re-
freshed and reen-
ergized. The icono-
graphic punk rock 
band might have taken its time, but some 
things are worth the wait. Led by front-
man Milo Aukerman, they return with 
their third full-length in 20 years. If you en-
joyed the tight pop punk of 1996’s Every-
thing Sux and 2004’s Cool to Be You, you 
won’t be disappointed one iota. The 16 
tracks of Hypercaffium Spazzinate fit to-
gether perfectly, nearly indistinguishable 
from their established latter-day sound. 
The deluxe version of the album adds on 
this year’s SpazzHazard EP, upping the 
total to 21. The instrumental force behind 
ALL, Bill Stevenson, Karl Alvarez, and Ste-
phen Egerton remain at the top of their 
game. Lyrically, Aukerman continues 
to shape his personal, open-book emo-
tional vulnerability. Along with beautiful, 
self-reflective sing-alongs like “Smile,” 
the band never takes itself too seriously. 
There’re still songs like “No Fat Burger,” a 
health-conscious punk’s follow-up to the 
1981 track “I Like Food.” It’s hard to believe 
the band isn’t being self-referential during 
the catchy chorus of “Comeback Kid.” – 
Nick Warren

Dinosaur Jr.
Give a Glimpse of What Yer Not
JagJaguwar

Yep, this is an-
other Dino Jr. 

record. That’s a 
good thing, kids. 
J Mascis, Lou Bar-
low, and Murph 
are back again, 
right where they ought to be. Mascis’ 
guitar tone is a thing to behold. Tak-
ing the “wall of sound” approach quite 
literally, Mascis is buttressed onstage 
by three Marshall full stacks. Listen to 
the doomy intro to “I Walk for Miles” 
to hear it in full effect. His signature 
Fender Jazzmaster doesn’t rely on 
thundering rock alone, though. As al-
ways, there are the tender alternative 
tones balancing things out, as per the 
delicate riffs of “Lost All Day.” It’s Mas-
cis’ sympathetic, slacker-jawed drawl 
that brings it all together. His iconic, 
unaffected crumble can sell every last 
mumbled line. The two Lou Barlow 
tracks (“Love Is…” and “Left/Right”) 
wind up surprisingly skippable. The Se-
badoh and Folk Implosion frontman is 
clearly capable of greatness, but ends 
up breaking up the album’s flow. Give 
a Glimpse of What Yer Not follows up 
on 2012’s I Bet On Sky. It’s the band’s 
11th studio album in their over 30-year 
history, continuing to influence a new 
generation. – Nick Warren

NAO
For All We Know
RCA

Like a mission 
s t a t e m e n t , 

NAO softly coos 
that it “feels just 
like velvet.” The 
British singer 
(whose real name 
is Neo Jessica Joshua) has weaved 
together a silky smooth debut album. 
NAO described the album to Bill-
board as a “definite nod” to the pop 
music of the 1990s. From the first few 
notes of “Get to Know Ya,” you un-
derstand what she means. Leading 
off the album is one of many ready-
made dance singles, tracing its roots 
through the ranks of Toni Braxton or 
Janet Jackson. The stakes are high-
er. The bass is lower, the beats have 
all the modern accoutrements you’d 
expect from electronic synthpop re-
cord like this. Tunes like “DYWM” and 
“Give Me a Little” up the funk game 
with successful results. The heavy 
mid-tempo grooves of “Adore You” 
and “Fool to Love” elaborate on her 
signature sound perfectly. Her sopra-
no voice is tender and emotive, with 
an airy nasal personality all its own. 
The first single, “Bad Blood,” shuffles 
along with synth sections that take 
you back in late-century dance nos-
talgia. – Nick Warren

Two Steps on the Water
God Forbid Anyone Look Me in the Eye
Self-released

Sometimes you 
a c c i d e n t a l -

ly wander onto 
something that 
you never forget. 
This is the case 
with Two Steps on 
the Water. Taking their band name from 
a Kate Bush lyric, Two Steps are a trio 
from Melbourne, Australia consisting 
of drums, guitar, and violin. Raw emo-
tion hits you immediately. The opening 
track, “A Little Bit Scared,” simply hints 
at the sentiment to come. It’s a slow 
crescendo upwards to an emotional ca-
tharsis. Sierra Thorton’s violin is shakily 
dynamic and commanding, sometimes 
accompanied with a tinge of trumpet. 
Singer June Jones’ passionate delivery 
of her intensely personal lyrics forges a 
communion with the listener on par with 
Jeff Mangum. Using the language of folk, 
the sound exists between the spectrum 
of Andrew Bird and Ani DiFranco, with 
the punk sensibilities of Defiance, Ohio. 
Jones is a queer trans woman, who de-
tails her point of view throughout the 
record, most explicitly in “My Medusa,” 
and the epic “Words in My Mouth.” It’s 
pure honesty, transcendent in its re-
alness. God Forbid Anyone Look Me in 
the Eye is one of the strongest debuts in 
years. – Nick Warren

MUSIC REVIEWS
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not physical structures, what 
people have access to is vital to 
the creative process. The list of 
features for the AMIC building 
is impressive, to say the least.

The west wing will house 
the school’s mechanical engi-
neering program – the college’s 
largest major in terms of en-
rollment – along with its in-
dustrial engineering program. 
Amongst the 27 faculty offices, 
five classrooms, and two spe-
cialty work areas – a design lab 
for first-year students, and a 
collaborative projects room for 
senior design teams – there’s a 
servo-hydraulic test system, a 
Stratasys 3D printer, an indus-
trial oven capable of heating 
materials to 2,000 degrees, and 
a Tinius system that can apply 
up to 120,000 pounds of tensile 
strength (the weight equiva-
lent to 20 SUVs).

But perhaps most emblem-
atic of the building’s purpose 
is the region’s most powerful 
environmental scanning elec-
tron microscope – valued at 
more than $900,000 and se-
cured through a National Sci-
ence Foundation grant. The 
microscope, which can magni-
fy both hard and soft-surfaced 
materials, will be available to 
researchers throughout the 
region – not just those at Beh-
rend.

“To be competitive, we need to 
be at the forefront of technolo-
gies such as 3D printing, the in-
dustrial internet of things, and 
cybersecurity,” Ford says. “This 
building supports the spec-
trum of innovation from start-
up companies to larger, more 
established organizations.”

The 60,000-square-foot build-
ing also features nearly 19,000 
square feet of manufacturing 
space for industry partners. 
To date, SKF Aerospace North 
America, a leading global man-
ufacturer of bearings, seals, 
and structural components for 
aviation engines and frames, 
has laid claim to 2,700 square 
feet, doubling its previous 
footprint in Knowledge Park.

“This is at the forefront of 
approaches to innovation and 

what needs to be done for re-
gions and their institutions 
to be competitive,” Ford says. 
“It is a great experiment, and 
it will be most exciting to see 
what happens over the next 
five years.”

“Our tagline is: Built for 
Erie,” says Matt Wiertel, 

director of sales and market-
ing for Velocity Network. “Fi-
ber network built for Erie. Our 
new building built for Erie. Ev-
erything we do,” he summariz-
es, “will be built for Erie.”

Velocity Network’s Erie-first 
philosophy is slated to head 
into the city with the recent 
acquisition of the Rothrock 
Building and several other sur-
rounding properties, thanks 
largely in part to Velocity’s 
CEO Joel Deuterman opting 
for what he calls his “fall-back 
plan.”

After nearly two years of 
back-and-forth over the for-
mer Ridgefield Elementary 
property, Deuterman says he 
couldn’t afford to wait any lon-
ger. A Commonwealth Court 
ruling in favor of Montessori’s 
appeal over the sale of the 
property to Velocity stalled 
any potential development, so 
Deuterman moved on – and 
chose to move downtown.

“When the city location pre-
sented itself and everything 
began to flow more easily, I put 
my effort into the downtown,” 
he says. “Meetings with the 
city have been good; they’re 
welcoming me with open arms 
and are doing everything in 
their ability to help.”

Although Deuterman’s not 
giving up on the Ridgefield 
property – he’s still pursuing it 
as a potential call center – he’s 
made the move to relocate his 
headquarters more quickly be-
cause, he says frankly, “We’re 
out of space.”

Velocity’s currently situat-

ed in the Yorktown Plaza in 
Millcreek Township, off of 
West 12th Street. While they’ll 
secure more room once their 
neighbor, Claytopia, relocates 
out of Yorktown, Deuterman’s 
ultimate vision simply re-
quires more real estate.

The move downtown, he 
says, will quickly add at least 10 
new members to his 55-strong 
workforce, but he envisions 
reaching 100 once renovation 
of the Rothrock Building is 
complete – which he antici-
pates will begin in January 
2017, led by Kidder Wachter 
Architecture and Design, who 
purchased the building in 2013. 
The Rothrock Building will of-
fer Velocity 40,000 square feet 
for expansion, plus another 

12,000 in the building currently 
housing Toni & Guy, now look-
ing to relocate.

“This time in 2018, we’ll be ful-
ly occupied,” he says. “It’ll hap-
pen in stages. It isn’t just mov-
ing people for us – it’s moving 
systems. We have to swing fi-
ber over. It takes months and 
months of planning and engi-
neering.”

First delivered in cities like 
Austin, Texas, Kansas City, Mis-
souri, and Provo, Utah, Google’s 
gigafiber – with the same fiber 
capacity as Velocity’s: 1 gigabit, 
or 1,000 megabits, per second 
(much faster than the typical 
five to 30 megabits per second 
of standard high-speed cable) – 
transforms regions by making 
them attractive to both busi-

nesses and personal consum-
ers. Beyond the cool factor of 
being on the bleeding edge of 
technology, gigabit fiber allows 
a city and region to work more 
efficiently and productively. It 
also creates options for cus-
tomers – especially attractive 
for those looking to shop lo-
cally.

Velocity’s no stranger to the 
internet business. They’ve al-
ready deployed fiber in the 
region, and two decades ago 
when dial-up from AOL was at 
a premium of $25 per month, 
Velocity offered the same qual-
ity services for $15 less per 
month.

The proximity of fiber in-
ternet to a downtown region 
spells success through attrac-
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[Cont. from page 17]

Above: a view of what’s to 
come, courtesy Kidder Wachter 
Architecture & Design, once 
Velocity Network moves into the 
Rothrock Building. Right: The new 
Advanced Manufacturing and 
Innovation Center at Behrend.
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Moonlight on the Bay 

It’s not too late to join us at the most exciting outdoor gala at Presque 
Isle, fund prevention education for children throughout Erie, and 
provide counseling and care to kids recovering from rape or abuse. 

Enjoy great views of Tall Ships from Perry Monument with: 

• Fantastic beer and wine • Lavish hors d’oeuvres 

• Music by Lindsay Vendetti • Tickets for $150 per person 
 

Don’t miss your chance to help! Your support  
can change the life of a child in Erie County.  
Tickets and sponsorships are still available.  
Contact Deb Bartle at 814-455-9414,  
deb.bartle@cvcerie.org or go to www.cvcerie.org for information and tickets. 

September 9, 2016 | 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Stroll the pathways & enjoy an evening of great food, entertainment, 
fireworks, & art to benefit the Lake Erie Arboretum at Frontier Park!

Saturday 
August 27

6:30-10:30pm
Admission: $85 / $95 after August 24

Reservation deadline: August 17
For information and reservations:  

(814) 453-5323 • leaferie.org
Reservations can also be made at:  

Pony Express, 1903 W 8th St. 

TasTe local specialTies and enjoy drinks from:
1201 Kitchen

3 B Saloon
Cali’s West Catering

Casablanca

Pineapple Eddies
Tandoori Hut

The Cab
Ye Ole Sweet Shoppe

Erie Beer
La Bella Restaurant

MiScuzi/ Golden Living
Mill Creek Coffee
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8398 w. main rd. (rte 20)
westfield, ny 14787

enjoymazza.com/wonder

716  793  9463

NEW! FOOD!

NOW OPEN!

THETHE

WINERY  BREWERY  DISTILLERY

tion and growth, and Chattanooga is 
a prime example of that. Although 
that city owns and operates its in-
ternet, parallels can still be seen: The 
gig grew the entrepreneurial market 
since entrepreneurs want to be close 
to the best tech in a region – and thus, 
an innovation district (albeit through 
a coordinated public-private effort) 
was born.

Chattanooga also took stock of its 
regional assets and built on them. 
Erie, like Chattanooga, doesn’t lack at-
tractive assets, and Deuterman knows 
this.

“Look at our assets. Just one: We sit 
on the water in this great area with 
the peninsula between Buffalo, Cleve-
land, and Pittsburgh,” he says. “Great 
assets – literally at our fingertips.”

Assets attract people. But once 
they’re attracted, they need reasons to 
plug into a region. For Erie – so known 
for manufacturing that 68 percent of 
its total job loss during the Great Re-
cession came from that sector alone 
– that means creating jobs that create.

Aside from expanding their current 
offerings, which immediately creates 
new jobs, Velocity’s downtown devel-
opment involves a feeder system for 
both the company and the region. For 
that, Deuterman envisions a niche, 
tech-based, co-working space in the 
Toni & Guy property.

Deuterman hopes to give displaced 
workers “a soft place to land to em-
bark on whatever it is they may desire 
to do, but never tried because they 
were gainfully employed elsewhere.” 
He’s quick to acknowledge that such 
a development in the Erie market 
wouldn’t aim to compete with other 
companies like Radius CoWork, cur-
rently offering space in the Renais-
sance Centre at 10th and State streets. 
Rather, his co-working space would 
focus on tech-based start-ups; plus 
training, to not only create or sustain 
a workforce but to educate it.

In addition to what’ll be happening 
inside the property – the embracing 
of the internet of things, where ven-
dors can display technology that em-
ployees use and customers interact 
with – Deuterman is looking to make 
aesthetic improvements to the area, 
including streetscaping, lightscap-
ing, and championing for bike lanes. 
The corporate culture of Velocity will 
evolve, too, as he wants to build a gym 
and recreation area on site.

“We want to make sure our employ-
ees enjoy their work and enjoy where 

they work,” he says.
Beyond recruiting talent for Veloci-

ty, Deuterman believes that they can 
become recruiters for Erie in general. 
“Someone will hear that there’s this 
company that they may have never 
heard of before that has all of this to 
offer and if they’re displaced workers, 
maybe they’ll consider Erie,” he says.

“We want people to say: ‘Wow, this 
is possible, and it’s right down the 
street’ – that they won’t have to travel 
to Pittsburgh, Buffalo, or Cleveland, 
and that we’re using [the technology] 
ourselves,” Wiertel says. “We are prac-
ticing what we preach.

“We’ve been in this market for 25 
years, so we know the pains and the 
pressure points,” Wiertel adds. “We 
have to ask: How can we build services 
for Erie and also build jobs and op-
portunities for people who come out 
of school and will stay here, because 
they see a company that has contin-
ued to innovate for the last 25 years, 
and to make changes and investments 
in the community – even though the 
technology has flipped over 10 times if 
not more in the last decade?”

Erie must now take a page out of the 
Chattanooga playbook in strong 

community collaboration, champion-
ing, and support.

“Chattanooga faced certain chal-
lenges that confront many mid-sized 
cities,” writes Rainwater. “One way in 
which the city met those challenges 
was by building upon its history of 
collaboration.”

Further, he notes: “Any city may 
dream about becoming a magnet for 
innovation, but it is incumbent upon 
city leaders and stakeholders to be 
realistic. Chattanooga knew it had 
to stem the brain drain of talented 
young people to other cities. To do 
that, the city identified and highlight-
ed its critical assets.”

Erie has its assets: Presque Isle and 
Lake Erie. And it has its legacy in man-
ufacturing. It also has assets in Beh-
rend’s Advanced Manufacturing and 
Innovation Center and Velocity Net-
work’s downtown relocation and ex-
pansion: two strong examples of how 
we can potentially evolve our legacy 
in the 21st century by becoming better 
versions of ourselves.

Ben Speggen can be contacted 
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com, and you can follow him 
on Twitter @BenSpeggen

FEATURE
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over to

Luau attire encouraged but not required

Dog & Owners welcome
(If you don’t have a dog bring yourself)

Kissing booth for fun pictures
Merchandise for sale • Beer

Raffles & Much more 

Hope

Brewerie 123 W. 14th St.
Track Bar Upstairs

Aug. 26, 2016 at 5-8 PM.

Invites you to

All dogs must be leashed, dog 
friendly & up to date on vaccines

Bow wow luau

Hula

Main Street Lawrence Park
Sat. Sept. 17th  at 10am-6pm 

Family fun event
Food, Fashion show

1920’S Jazz, art contests, 
Kids Games & More

$5 Admission Button

$10 Horse Wagon tours

/LPHistoricalSocietyFest

For more information visit

1920’S themed 

Lawrence Park 
Historical Society Fest

Lawrence Park 
Historical Society Fest

A NEW VOODOO 

BREWERY LOCATION
COMING FALL 2016

100 Boston Store Place

Erie, PA 16501
voodoobrewery.com
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“Children all over the world are the 
same emotionally; the only difference is 
their lifestyle and resources.”

Ed Bernik: Why did you leave Bhutan 
and come to the U.S.?

Gyan Ghising: The United Nations re-
alizes that [the Nepalese Lhotshampa] 
are the victims of abuse from Bhutan. 
They kept coming to Nepal; there were 
90,000. The UN had a refugee program, 
giving them shelter, clothing, and food. 
But that was not the final resolution 
for the situation. They had been living 
for 21 years as victims in these refugee 
camps, thinking that one day the Bhuta-
nese government would take them back 
home. Senior intellectuals met 15, 16, or 
17 times at summit meetings with India, 
Nepal, and Bhutan, talking about Bhu-
tanese refugees; but none had any final 
solutions. So after more than 20 years, 
a decision was made to divide the refu-
gees between nine countries. Canada 
took five percent. Australia took 10 per-
cent, the UK said they could only take 
one percent. The U.S. said they would 
take 60 percent. I like these people!

After I graduated from college, I started 
running my own private boarding school 
in our refugee camp. I accepted students 
from nursery school to seventh grade.

Nancy J. Powell, U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia and Nepal, visited the refugee camp 
in Nepal in 2007 and 2008. She talked 
about a durable solution, telling us that 
we needed to choose between staying 
or going to countries that would accept 
us. My uncle, who came to the U.S. be-
fore me, thought it would be better for 
me to come to Erie.

For three months the government 
helps with your needs, utility bills, etc. 

You get food stamps for six months. 
Then, you must start working, and have 
to be on your own, as I am.

Refugees are given a loan for the flight 
to Erie. We had to pay it back: $1,500. 
I paid $4,500 back for the cost of my 
family. Some cannot pay it back either 
because of medical issues, or they can’t 
find a job, or another problem. Some 
people only earn $100 or $200 a month.

That is why depression starts after six 
months. So there are many suicides. 
Some lay on the railroad tracks, some 
drink themselves to death.

I know of one who, a couple of days 
ago, put gas all over his body, lit himself 
and burned to death.

People get depression because they 
are obligated to pay money back first. 
They sign, “I will pay within three years.” 
Six months after landing they get their 
first letter saying they have to make their 
first installment payment on the $1,500. 
They haven’t even started to work yet. 
And then they also get their electric bill, 
water bill, and rent bill. Then they get de-
pressed.

They have no car to go to a job. Some-
times the bus doesn’t go to where they 
work; local transportation doesn’t go to 
hotels or plastics companies.

And some of them have little children, 
who go to school. Children 12 or 13 years 
old can take care of themselves, but 
younger children still have to be taken 
care of by their parents [who need to be 
at work]. If children have no care, the CIS 
is taking them.

One depression is the job and the 
second depression is citizenship. Thirty 
percent of the Bhutanese refugee popu-
lation is illiterate. They have no idea what 
the letters or numbers are but they can 
speak the language. Twenty percent go 
to school to try to learn and they can’t 
do it.

If you can’t get a job, you have to leave. 
Some have children here; their whole 
lives.

So people die from depression. This is 
the situation.

Some get temporary disability, but you 
can only get up to two years. After that, 
they have to have citizenship to be eligi-
ble. To earn citizenship, they have to be 
able to read, write, and speak. So with no 
citizenship they die.

This is the kind of issue that our coun-
try has to think about: If the U.S. takes 
these refugees, they have to commit to 
caring for them. Seventy percent are 
able to work. But other people, like those 
with autism, cannot. A learning disabili-
ty is the number one problem for the 20 
percent who can’t work or get citizen-
ship. This is what the Bhutanese people 
are facing right now.

EB: How did you start your life in Erie?
GG: As a janitor, first shift, and at a plas-

tics company second shift. I also worked 
Monday through Wednesday as an inter-
preter for medical, legal – or whatever 
Nepali speakers needed. So I had three 
jobs. Then I worked as a cashier.

I quit the janitor and plastic shop jobs 
and started working at the Multicultural 
Community Resource Center as a refu-
gee teacher and interpreter, and taught 
English as a second language. I have 
a degree in English in Nepal. After two 
years, I got another opportunity to work 
at Presque Isle Downs and Casino as a 
blackjack dealer. I got a full time job as 
a dealer, and I quit all the jobs but this 
one in 2013.

EB: I understand you are also a musi-
cian.

GG: I am a singer/songwriter. Kelly Ar-
mor from the Erie Art Museum put me in 
Old Songs, New Opportunities (OSNO), 
where I had the opportunity to be re-

corded. Refugees are trained to teach 
and share music in childcare centers, 
and within three months, I got a job.

EB: So you work at the casino, you 
teach, and you’re also opening a bar and 
grille.

GG: Yes, on Route 5 by GE. We plan to 
have the closing later this month, calling 
it the Himalayan Bar and Grille. We are 
now just waiting on the PLCB. I would 
like to have some Nepalese food – about 
62 items. My plan is to invite different 
bands to play on Fridays and Saturdays. 
We are fixing it up on the inside and out-
side with painting and gardening. It is 
a nice area and we hope to give people 
an enjoyable place to go. The Nepalese 
people will make it their home bar and 
we hope others will, too.

Gyan Ghising may be 
contacted via Facebook.

Ed Bernik: bernikphotography.com

Erie 
Faces 
Erie
Gyan Ghising
teacher, musician, 
entrepreneur 

Ed Bernik
photographer

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO ENROLL FOR FALL CLASSES.
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